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At the Maple Leaf 2003 National Convention in Toronto, Ontario  
Second Place in On-Line Structures was awarded to:  

Charles Millar of  the Piedmont Division 
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The Piedmont Division, SER-NMRA is selling a limited-
run car in four individual road numbers. Kits sell for 
$15.00 each or a 4 car set for $50.00. Shipping and insur-
ance for one to three cars is $5.00 & a four car set is 
$6.00.  Send orders to:   

Bil l  Parks,   
783  Robinhood Trai l   

Gainesvi l le ,  GA 30501  
Make checks/money orders payable to:  

Piedmont Division/SER.  

For more information, contact Bill Parks at:   bparks_43@yahoo.com   Or by phone: (770) 535-1292. 

Southern Railway 
 

1937 AAR 40 ft. Double Door 
Steel-Sheathed  

Automobile Boxcar  
By Red Caboose in HO Scale  

Lakeshore Village 
Hobby & Craft 

Center 
 

Across from Lakeshore Mall 
275 Pear l  Nix  Parkway 
Southwest Gainesville, GA 

Model Trains, Ships, Cars & Planes, RC Models, Paints, 
Scenery Materials, Hobby Supplies, Detail Parts, 

Scratch Building Materials, Duane has it all! 

7 7 0 - 5 3 2 - 4 0 1 6 
Hours: 

Monday -  Saturday 10-6 
Duane Voiles - Owner 

Winter 2004 

Winter 2004 

Hours: 
 

M-F 11-7 
Sat. 11-6 
Sun. 1-5 

Fall 2004 

S U G A R H I L L ,  G A 
www.tr a inmastermodels .com 

Located within:  

Memories Antique Mall 
I-85 North to I-985 exit 4 left on GA-20 

4450 Nelson Brogdon Blvd.(GA-20) 

770-271-0100 
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On The Front Cover:  Charles Millar, entering a contest for the first time, gets Second Place 
in Structures On-Line at the Maple Leaf 2003 NMRA National Convention in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. His model was of the Hespeler CNR Station. This was a very photogenic model and I 
took several photos of it. Charles got 117 points out of a possible 125 points. This contest was so 
top heavy with outstanding models that a model that earned 110 points only got an Honorable 
Mention along with several others in the 100+ point range. 

The SouthErneR 
The Official Publication of the 

Southeastern Region of the  
National Model  

Railroad Association 

Editor: 
Paul V. Voelker  

6438 Paradise Point Road 
Flowery Branch, GA 30542-3143 
(770) 967-1644  [Leave message] 

E-mail addresses:  
v o e l k e r p v @ m s n . c o m 

paul-voelker@email.msn.com 
stegmark3@hotmail.com 

 
Staff: 

 
Assistant Editor - Advertising: 
Bob McIntyre - 770-518-8923 

Robert.L.McIntyre@gesm.ge.com 
 

Assistant Editor - Division Events:  
Merrill Compton Jr. - 205-871-3730 

E-mail: bhambones@aol.com 
 

Assistant Editor - Feature Articles:   
Joe Gelmini - 770-460-8873 
E-mail: Papagel1@aol.com 

 
Assistant Editor - Region News:  

Melvin G. Sheppers - 205-791-1556 
E-mail: melmania@bellsouth.net 

 
Assistant Editor - E-SouthErneR: 

George Gilbert - 615-352-1254 
E-mail: grgilbert@home.com  

Deadlines For Submission 
 

Winter 2004 (Jan) -- Dec. 1, 2003 
Spring 2004 (Apr) - Mar. 1, 2004 
Summer 2004 (Jul) - June 1, 2004 
Fall 2003 (Oct) ----- Sept. 1, 2004 

 
The SouthErneR is mailed to all members of the 
Southeastern Region who have paid their member-
ship dues of $10.00 annually.  Material for publica-
tion is welcomed!  Please send materials to the proper 
Assistant Editor.   
 
All submissions become the property of the South-
ErneR unless otherwise contracted.  Please do not 
send previously printed materials. 

       A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s    
 
 
 

Retailer’s Listing:    $20 for 4 issues 
Pike Registry :         $16 for 4 issues 
Classified Ad :           $5 per issue 

        Number of Issues 
Page          1             2            3             4  
Full $120 $200 $260 $300 
 7/8 $105 $175 $230 $265 
 3/4 $  90 $150 $200 $225 
 1/2 $  60 $100 $130 $150             
1/4 $  30 $  50 $  65 $  75 
 1/8 $  15 $  25 $  33 $  40 
1/12 $  10 $  17 $  22 $  25 

Advertising:  
 
All rates are for camera-ready artwork.  Text-
only ads can be typeset by the editor.  Fees for 
artwork are quoted on a per item basis.  Submit 
sketches to the Assistant Editor of Advertising 
for a quotation  Include the company name, ad-
dress and a day-time phone number, along with 
and pictures or artwork you submit.  All ads must 
be prepaid before publication.   
Make checks payable to SER/NMRA.  You 
will be sent a proof for viewing prior to publica-
tion. 

E - S o u t h E r n e R :  T h e  w e b  p a g e  f o r  t h e  E - S o u t h E r n e R  i s  a t :   
w w w . s e r - n m r a . o r g    

Departments:  
Editor’s Soapbox 
Achievement Program 
Registrar’s Report 
Good and Welfare   
September Board of Directors Meeting  
The President Car 
VP’s Keyboard 
Division Reports   
Directory 
The Club Car   
Upcoming Events Calendar 
NMRA National Convention Contest Winners 

 
   8 
  12 
  12 
  12 
  14 
  15 
  16 
  16 
  20 
  21 
  22 
  23 & 24 

 
    4 

    6 
    9    
   10 
   13 
   25-32 

Features: 
Locomotive Construction Southern Style 
Maple Leaf 2003 
Hooker’s New Prairie Phosphate Cars 
A Visit to the Valley & Tekoa Railroad 
Rail-a-holics Anonymous  
E-SouthErneR—8 Bonus pages  

WAYBILL 
Volume 44, Number 4 Fall—2003 
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Did you know that steam locomotives were once 
produced in Georgia?  Maybe you did, but did you 
know that you can still see how it was done?  If you 
head for the town of Big Shanty (now called Kenne-
saw) you can still see the machines, the patterns and 
the actual locomotives that were forged just north of 
Atlanta, Georgia.  The Smithsonian Institution calls 
it one of the most complete and valuable collections 
of its kind, and for less than $10 you can spend 
hours enjoying what I believe is one of the finer mu-
seums in the state. 
 
Kennesaw is home to the world-famous locomotive, 
the General.  Billed as the hero of the great locomo-
tive chase, it should more appropriately be called 
the victim.  During the War of Northern Aggression, 
the General was stolen from the Big Shanty station 
and used in a daring attempt to interrupt communi-
cation and rail service between Atlanta and the front 
line in Chattanooga.  The museum has been com-
pletely rebuilt and redesigned to house this exqui-
sitely preserved 4-4-0 American steam locomotive. 

The real show is the collection from the Glover Lo-
comotive Works that was in Marietta, Georgia.  The 
Big Shanty Museum was significantly expanded 
(now 40,000 sq. ft.) to house an extended collection 
of Civil War artifacts and the Glover Collection.  The 
patterns for making castings of steam locomotive 
parts adorn the walls and halls of the museum, and 
it is said that there are enough patterns to rebuild 
many of the steam locomotives that the Glover Cata-
log offered for sale.  The other real treasure is the 
complete set of glass-plate negatives that document 
the locomotives produced at the Glover Locomotive 
Works. 
 
Actual metal-working machines from the Glover 
shops have been rebuilt and preserved to show how 
the locomotives were manufactured.  The museum 
is designed to give you the feel of the old belt-driven 
shops with their high windows and giant wooden 
timbers.  For a better feel of how the shops looked in 

the early 1900’s you can see a huge O-scale diorama of 
the site.  Constructed by NMRA members Steve Austin, 
Frank Hull and Mark Nickelson of the Kennesaw/
Marietta area, you can see the machines and out build-
ing associated with this massive complex.  If you know 
any of these guys you know the diorama is spectacular 
and worth the price of admission alone.  I spent over an 
hour peering into the windows of the fully detailed ma-
chine shop.  This is truly a work of art! 
 
There are refurbished Glover locomotives on display in 
the middle of the museum, along with many photo-
graphs of the locos produced in the shops.  Most of 
these were narrow-gauge mining and lumber engines.  
If you haven’t read Dick Hillman’s book on the Glover 
Machine Works, then I strongly suggest you do so be-
fore you come to the museum.  Most local libraries have 
a copy.  Dick was instrumental in saving this valuable 
collection and should be given great credit for his 
monumental efforts.  His contribution to the museum 
has preserved our precious railroad heritage for many 
future generations. 

LOCOMOTIVE CONSTRUCTION – SOUTHERN STYLE 
The New Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History 

Photos  & Story  By:  Scott  Perry 
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Stop by and visit the Southern Museum of Civil 
War and Locomotive History.  It will be enjoyed by 
both railfans and non-railfans alike.  Flash photog-
raphy is not allowed, so bring digital equipment if 
you have it.  Plan to spend several hours as it is a 
very large collection.  The museum is open seven 
days a week and can be reached at 770-427-2117, or 
see them on the web at www.SouthernMuseum.org.  
There address is 2829 Cherokee Street in Kenne-
saw, GA., and you can’t miss the huge building on 
the tracks.  The Smithsonian Institution also pro-
vides revolving exhibits as well, so you never know 
what you’ll find at the South’s best locomotive mu-
seum! 
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MAPLE LEAF 2003 CONVENTION  
& ADVENTURES ON THE TRIP HOME 

B y  P a u l  V .  V o e l k e r  

Interstate Railroad Business Car # 101 at Big Stone Gap, VA. 

Gold Award Winner—Best of Show 
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I left Toronto on Friday at Noon and elected to hit 
Latrobe on the way home from Toronto and to bypass 
toll roads where possible so I took US-219 out of 
Buffalo and followed it south into PA. The B&P (Buffalo 
& Pittsburgh) Railroad paralleled the road most of the 
way south but there wasn't any movement on the line 
and the three locos I saw were stopped in yards and 
not readily accessible (GP38, GP40 & SW-something). 
A little south of the NY-PA state line I passed through 
Lewis Run, a small town on the B&P and one of the 
towns on John Travis’ J&G Railroad. The B&P more or 
less follows the route through PA & NY that John mod-
els on his HO gauge railroad. 
 
A little south of I-80, US-119 splits off of US-219 and I 
took that down through Punxatawney, home of the 
ground hog. Due to a fold in the map, I didn't know I 
was going through Punxatawney until I was nearly out 
of it. Two or three towns south of there I entered a 
thunderstorm which looked suspiciously as if it might 
contain a tornado. Last time I’d seen a cloud like that, 
with a mist around it, that was the case. Sure enough, 
the next town had been hit by a small tornado, fortu-
nately for me about 1/2 hour before I got there. It did 
some tree damage and a power crew was busy getting 
a 100+ year old Oak tree off the power lines beside 
the road. There was a short delay because only one 
lane was open. I ended up getting as far as Blairsville 
(another town name on John’s RR) on Friday night and 
got a room there.  
 
In the morning I got back on US-119 and took that to 
PA-981 which I followed south. Before getting to La-
trobe I passed under a very nice little stone arch 
bridge. The trackage it carried is apparently part of NS 
now and there was a small HQ building in Latrobe.  
 
I stopped in and saw the Rolling Rock Brewery building 
(but no tour) and the Company Store where I bought a 
couple of drinking glasses, a shirt and an O-Gauge RR 
car. According to the girl behind the counter, the O-
Gauge car had just become available that morning and 
she'd only been open a few minutes and had already 
gotten several calls from people wanting the car. Well, 
she had one less when I left.  
 
Before leaving Latrobe I stopped in at the old PRR 
Station, now a restaurant, and took a few pictures. I 
also saw a stone, double arch bridge over the river 
that runs through town and another stone arch over a 
road near where I was gassing up.  
 
Somehow I missed the turn onto US-119 at Uniontown 
and got headed for Cumberland but realized it before 
leaving PA and took the first available side road down 
to I-68 and to Morgantown, WV. I swung off of I-79 

south of Morgantown and onto US-119 again into 
Grafton and then US-50 back to the Interstate. Grafton 
was depressing, the station is in really bad shape and 
boarded up and the town in general seems run down. 
The foot bridge over the tracks that was there back in 
1990 is gone along with the roundhouse, wye and a 
small yard that was between it and the highway bridge. 
I took a few pictures of the small diesel facility and 
some of the track and then left. From there it was back 
to I-79. 
 
A few miles down the road, I left I-79 and took US-19 
down to Beckley. I wanted to stay and see some of the 
sights in the New River Gorge but that will have to wait 
for another trip. After getting to I-77 I was only on it 
for a short distance and then elected to follow US-19 
along the west side of the mountains into VA. I left US-
19 where it diverts to go over the mountain and got 
onto Alternate US-58 to Big Stone Gap, VA where I 
spent the night. I stumbled upon Interstate Railroad 
Business Car #101 at the motel entrance. The motel 
was the oldest in town but it had vacancies which the 
other places didn't and it wasn't a bad price. Most 
importantly, it was a bed and a shower! 
 
The next day I went to the Natural Tunnel. As I was 
getting out of the truck in the parking lot, I heard the 
sound of diesel engines and rushed to the overlook. It 
was too late to get to the tunnel and the chairlift was-
n't running yet. I missed the locos but took a couple of 
photos of empty cars going by then a few pictures of 
the small tunnel to the south. When the chairlift started 
running, I took it down into the gorge and walked over 
to the tunnel. I took a few pictures and then waited for 
the next train to come by.  
 
After an hour and a half wait, I decided to leave and 
took the chairlift back up. Then, after getting off and 
almost back to the truck, I hear diesel engines again. 
[DAMN!] I rush back to the rim where I’d taken the 
earlier down-on photos of the empty coal train only to 
now see a loaded coal train going the other way! 
[SWELL!] I start back to the truck again and just as I 
get there I hear the sound of the helpers coming 
through the tunnel. [I really need to get over to Norm     
Stenzel’s layout more often since I’ve obviously forgot-
ten the operating sequence of these trains.] 
 
After leaving the tunnel, I decided to follow the railroad 
where it deviates from the highway and came upon the 
train I’d just missed seeing at the tunnel. I decided to 
get ahead of it and then find a place to get a few 
pictures. As luck would have it, where I stopped is at a 
siding where another train is waiting. After some time 
goes by, the first train comes into view and I take a 
few shots.  

 
While waiting for the other train to come out, I see the 
first train stop and the helpers cut off and then they 
run full-bore back down the grade. Nice shots of 
smoky units going by. After a few minutes the waiting 
empty coal train leaves.  
 
Well, at this point I was happy to have finally seen 
some action. Back on the road again, I figure I'll come 
across the main highway (yeah, just keep thinking 
that!) all the way back to Alternate US-58 (where I'd 
been the previous night) and just a few miles from 
where US-19 branches off to go over the mountains. [I 
REALLY need to start carrying a compass again!] OK, I 
take US-19 to I-81 and into TN (finally) then I followed 
the Interstate down to I-40 and took that around the 
east side of the Smoky Mountains, missing Asheville 
and then US-23 back to the house.   
 
I would encourage anyone who has never attended a 
national convention to give it a try some time. If you 
attend them regularly as I do you will find that you may 
see some parts of the country that you would never 
think of going to without having a convention to use as 
an excuse for going and seeing. I’ve never regretted 
going to any of the places the convention was at but 
sometimes I wish I had more time to see the sights 
instead of just the inside of the contest room. 
 

The Rolling Rock Brewery in Latrobe, PA as it  appears today. 

Former PRR Railway 
Station in Latrobe, PA 
is now a restaurant. 

Abandoned bridge left standing in place. Eve-
rything to the right is gone and a town has 
risen up where the right of way had been. 
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Well, I hope everyone has enjoyed the last 
two issues that have appeared without any 
comment by me as editor. That’s right, this 
is the first Editor’s Column I’ve written in 
a while. I see no point in using up valuable 
page space for me to just “ramble on” 
about stuff you probably aren’t interested 
in anyway just to fill up the magazine. 
We’ve got far better stuff for the member-
ship to read! 
 
The last issue highlighted the region con-
test and display models entered at Chatta-
nooga so this issue will highlight models 
that appeared at the National Convention 
in Toronto.  
 
One of my jobs besides being Editor of 
The SouthErneR, is the National Photo & 
Pass Contests Chairman. That means I 
spend  all my time in the Contest Room at 
the National Convention wherever it is 
being held that year. This year it was held 
in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. For those of 
you who did not attend (for whatever rea-
son), you missed a very good convention 
and a truly outstanding contest! 
 

There were 226 entries in the Contest 
Room and 6 Modules at the Train Show on 
the weekend. Fifty-three Merit Awards 
were handed out which may well be a re-
cord for a national convention!  
 
The Photo Contest had 94 entries total 
among the 6 categories. There were only 
two entries in B&W Model Print, both by 
the same guy while B&W Prototype Print 
was somewhat better at ten entries. The 
remaining categories, Color Print & Slide 
in both Prototype & Model were better 
attended. There were no photo entries from 
anyone in the SER. 
 
The Pass Contest was possibly the worst I 
have ever seen with only one entry! With 
the widespread use of computers and the 
ability to easily create something at home, 
one can only wonder why more Passes 
aren’t entered in the contest.  Next time I 
think I’ll enter a few of my own! 
 
The Arts & Craft Contest had 28 entries 
total with three categories not entered by 
anyone. Overall, the Arts & Crafts was 
somewhat above average in the number of 
entries but about half of what we saw at St. 
Louis in 2001. As there isn’t currently a 
national Arts & Crafts Chairperson, the 
local chairperson handled the contest.  
 
There was no switching layout provided by 
the local group and the Locomotive Per-
formance rig is still in the shop being up-
graded (to bring it into this century), so 
neither of those contests were conducted.  
 
That brings us to the Model Contest. As I 

have said, it was truly outstanding. There 
were 85 entries and 53 of those got Merit 
Awards. That is a rather high (62%) per-
centage of the models entered. 
 
Both Charles Millar & Sam Swanson 
entered models in the contest and both 
walked away with awards. The front cover, 
back cover and inside back cover are dedi-
cated to showcasing their work. Charles’ 
Hespeler CNR Station placed Second in 
On-Line Structures. Sam’s (Howe) Truss 
Rod Bridge placed Third in the same cate-
gory. Sam’s bridge was based on a design 
in one of the articles in Harry Brunk’s 
semi-regular column, “Up Clear Creek on 
the Narrow Gauge” (part 32), in NG&SLG 
magazine. Sam also got First Place in On-
Line Display with his Elk River Station 
narrow gauge display 
 

The New Computer 
About this time last year I read an article in 
'PC Upgrade' magazine on building the 
"ultimate digital darkroom" and even 
though I have only a low-res digital cam-
era, I decided I needed a faster and more 
capable computer to investigate digital 
photo enhancement (in connection with the 
NMRA photo contest) and it would be 
great to use for The SouthErneR too.  
 
So I started buying parts (that's right - 
parts, you know, a case, a motherboard, a 
CPU, the fans, etc.) slowly, a few at a 
time. I followed the article but deviated 
from it from time to time when found I 
could get a part with more capability for 
the same or a slightly higher price. I'd set 
my sights on loading it with Windows XP-
Pro rather than the home version as in the 
article. The video card I got was far more 
capable than the article's version.  
 
The plan was to get it assembled and run-
ning by maybe May. Well, "best laid plans 
and all that" changed that timetable. 
Around January I found that my desktop 
computer had "forgotten" that it had a CD 
drive connected to it and I was running out 
of options on how to get The SouthErneR 
out of that computer and to the printer after 
the newsletter was put together.  
 
After trying many different ways to get it 
to work, it seemed to make more sense to 
just bite the bullet and rush the new com-
puter into action which meant assemble it 
and load the software plus buy the remain-
ing parts and software four months ahead 
of schedule.  
 
Now to put this into perspective, prior to 
this time, the only time I'd even been 
"inside" a computer was to change out one 
memory module! Putting one together 
from scratch, when you've never done it 
before, and knowing the expense of all the 
pieces bought on a limited budget, and 
pressed for time makes doing it for the first 
time a little scary. For a couple of weeks, I 
had it together but the Windows XP-Pro 
program refused to load.  
 
A couple of friends of mine, who put com-
puters together all the time, proved to be of 
little use. Finally I found some help on the 
internet and solved the problem - a new 
HDD needs to be "partitioned" before it 
can be formatted (thanks guys) - and then 
spent the next two days loading software.  
 

The next problem was getting The South-
ErneR out of the old computer and into the 
new one - remember, no working CD 
writer. All that was available was a floppy 
drive but to compound the problem, the 
only thing in the new computer that wasn't 
working was the floppy drive! A couple 
more days go by and finally the floppy is 
working and I can laboriously transfer The 
SouthErneR a floppy at a time into the new 
computer. Fortunately, it was only about 
1/3 put-together so it only took about two 
dozen transfers.  
 
Now it's a matter of learning how to oper-
ate the new computer and some of its new 
software to get the newsletter together and 
to the publisher before the deadline which, 
through all of this, only slipped by a week 
(that was the Spring issue, my second 
'official' issue as Editor after taking over 
from Scott). For a while I was still using 
the old computer to get email and attach-
ments for The SouthErneR and then trans-
ferring that to the new computer to stick in 
the newsletter. All this while working a 50 
hour-a-week job that has nothing to do 
with computers!  
 
One other small, little problem was going 
on at the same time and that was the N-
Gauge Raffle Layout that was being built 
in my living room for the Piedmont Divi-
sion's Trainshow in March. The South-
ErneR went to the printer's on the Friday 
before the show and the layout went to the 
show on Saturday morning!  
 
For the Summer issue, I had to yet again 
learn how to use more software and new 
equipment. After that issue went to press I 
bit the bullet yet again and purchased the 
MS Office Suite 2002 containing Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Outlook. It 
came with another Publisher program (a 
bonus I hadn't expected) which went on the 
laptop. Fortunately, I was able to get a 
really good deal on this Suite as my own 
personal budget is nearly busted!  
 
PowerPoint is a neat program that can al-
low someone to put on a very good clinic 
without having to mess around with a 
bunch of slides. I wish that I’d had more 
experience with it before I’d used it for the 
clinic I gave at the SER Convention this 
year. I can safely say I’ll never put on a 
slide clinic again! Nothing but PowerPoint 
from now on. 
 
This brings us to the current (Fall) issue 
which has gone together remarkably 
quickly and with very little difficulty. The 
computer is only several hundred dollars 
over budget but it really does do a first 
class job and I am not sorry I decided to 
put it together last year. I have just recently 
bought another motherboard to start as-
sembling a second computer. The new one 
will be faster than the this one but will be 
used for a different purpose and as a 
backup for this one. 
 
As you can see, computers have become 
another expen$ive hobby of mine and 
whenever the new computer catalog shows 
up I pour through it just like I used to with 
the new Walthers catalog! 
 
Ed. 

Editor’s Soapbox 

There were 85 entries in the 
Model Contest and 53 of those 
got Merit Awards. That’s 62% 
percent of the models entered! 
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Hooker's new Prairie Shuttle Phosphate Cars 

Seen here are pictures of the first "new" wet phosphate rock hoppers 
with air power operated doors for the Cargill Hooker's Prairie to Ridge-
wood "shuttle" train.  This is the shuttle that makes two to three round 
trips per day with one set of cars.  These cars replace "Ortner" hoppers in 
series CSXT 635000-635049 that have covered this service since 1996.   
 
The power door mechanisms on the Ortners are worn out.  Since the 
Ortners leaked like sieves, rather than spend more money on rehabbing 
them for this service they will be transferred back to stone service with  
the power mechanism removed. 
 
The "new" cars are triple hoppers built from cut down L&N coal quad 
hoppers built in 1981.  All that is left of the original cars is the center sill 
(shortened by about 4 feet), body bolsters, bolster extensions, draft gear, 
couplers, wheels and trucks.  Body, chutes, door pans, exterior posts, end 
sills and brake gears and rigging are all new.  These cars are similar to 
the 200 such cars Raceland Shops produced for phosphate service in 
1999 (200 cars, CSXT 634000-634199) and some 500+ 286K stone 
hoppers for our mineral group since 1997. 
 
Like the CSXT 634000-634199 series, these cars have a low grade 
stainless steel body rather than lined regular steel to deal with the abra-
sion and corrosion of the wet phosphate rock.  These cars have smaller 
conventional doors that will reduce or eliminate the product leakage, and 
require less force to open and close.  The power operating system is 
supplied by Miner Gate and is lighter and simpler than the complex Trin-
ity system on the Ortners.  This should increase life span, and be easier 
and cheaper to maintain.  The Miner system pushes against each door 
pan, rather than the center of the spreader bar, which should facilitate 
sealing. There will be 46 of these cars, CSXT 635100-635145.  A "47th" 
car of this type, CSXT 635099, is already in service.  A "pre-production" 
car, it was "built" from a stone service cousin and has been operating 
here since early March.  Built for stone service, it has a steel body, and 
will be lined. 31 additional cars of this type, but with conventional doors, 
will be produced at Raceland after the power door cars are com-
pleted.  While they have conventional doors, they have frame modifica-
tions to facilitate installation of the Miner Gate system at a later date if 
needed or desired. These will be numbered 634200-634230 and will join 
634000-634199 in service for CF Industries between the mine at Gar-
wood South and the CF plant at Central, FL.  Once these 31 cars are in 
service, this shuttle train will be completely equipped with 231 286K 
stainless steel wet rock hoppers. 

Summary of current CSXT Wet Rock Hopper numbering and painting: 
Conventional door 263K gross load wet rock hoppers are numbered in 
the CSXT 630XXX, 631XXX and 632XXX series.  Cars subject to 
heavy repairs and painting prior to 1997 are black with yellow letter-
ing.  Cars in this series painted from 1997 on are beige with black letter-
ing. 
 
Conventional door 286K gross load wet rock hoppers with stainless steel 
bodies are numbered in the CSXT 634XXX series, and painted gray with 
black lettering. 
 
Power operated door 263K gross load wet rock hoppers are painted black 
with yellow lettering, and numbered CSXT 635000-635049.  All of these 
cars will be removed from wet rock service with the arrival of the "new" 
cars, and will be returned to stone / aggregate service (and presently, 
there are no plans to renumber these cars). 
 
Power operated door 286K gross load wet rock hoppers are painted gray 
body and black hopper chutes (to differentiate from conventional door 
cars).  The one steel bodied car in this group is CSXT 635099, and the 
stainless steel bodied cars are CSXT 635100-635145. 
 
Of note, all of these cars are similar to aggregate cars.  For planning and 
management purposes, CSXT has recently designated all hoppers as-
signed to wet phosphate rock service as AAR type K304 (previously 
they were K320 and K344).  K344 and K345 are now used to designate 
open top hoppers in aggregate service. 
 
These cars were supposed to be done in March, April and May, but the 
delays to this program are another long story. 
 
Have a nice weekend. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
W. James Langston, III 
Manager, Phosphates & Bone Valley Equipment 
CSXT  Tampa, FL    (813)664-6228    rnx-380-6228 
Port Rock, Domestic Rock, Port Phosphate & Phos Acids 
Wet Rock Hoppers and Rotary Gons, and Rotary Fliptops 
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IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT  
 A VISIT TO  

THE VALLEY AND TEKOA RAILROAD 
B Y  S C O T T  G .  P E R R Y 

can hear the “babbling brook” and the contented cows 
“mooing” in the summer sun.  Sound has a great effect on 
the model, as it gives action to the seen and incorporates 
more then just your eyes.  The sounds are not too loud and 
aren’t too overcrowding.  They’re just the right amount. 

One of the best reasons to visit someone else’s layout is to 
learn from their efforts.  Sometimes you see the layout and 
say “Wow!  Nice layout!”.  And sometimes you see a layout 
that really makes you re-think your own plans.  Ed Laity’s 
Valley and Tekoa Railroad made me stop and think about 
how much the little things really count. 
 
First of all, Ed’s layout is first class.  I can tell you that his 
models are scratchbuilt.  I can also tell you that his loco-
motives purr like kittens when they run.  A quick look at 
the pictures will tell you that his scenery is virtually flaw-
less.  These things alone make this a gem of a layout.  But 
what I want to describe to you is how Ed makes a great 
layout a fantastic layout by focusing on the little things. 

For instance, let’s visit the station.  The layout is circa 1895 
and Ed has gone to great lengths to make sure that the 
passengers are dressed appropriately, that cargo is prop-
erly staged on the platform and that every square inch of 
the model is built to the highest standards of quality and 
accuracy.  It’s then that your ears detect the strong cry of 
the conductor for “all aboard!”  Further down the line you 

There are several mini-scenes on the Valley that help to 
draw the visitor into the layout.  The local men have gath-
ered under a shade tree for an intense game of checkers.  
Of course the old hound dog could care less. This scene 
adds life to the layout without becoming distracting.   

In fact all of Ed’s scenes gently blend into each other giving 
a unifying effect to the layout.  No one building or locomo-
tive or person stands alone as they are all homogenized 
into one continuous play.  Gradually the play carries itself 
into a wonderfully done three-dimensional backdrop that 
makes you feel as if the Nevada sky never ends.  This is 
done by taking printed cut-outs and lifting them off the 
background with cardboard.   
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Ed does have some power 
tools in the room, so another 
handy little detail are the 
small hooks above the va-
lences.  These are so he can 
hang shower curtains over 
the layout to prevent dust 
and dirt from resting on his 

tidy model work.  The railroad features many other nifty 
features that aid in keeping it functioning at the high level 
that Ed demands. 

My test for examining the quality of the construction of a 
layout is to close my eyes and let my ears make the call.  
The code 70 track is flawlessly laid to carry many perfectly 
constructed scratchbuilt cars to their destination in Tekoa.  
There were no derailments during my visit and not once did 
Ed have to bump the bench-work.  Ed is a true craftsman 
and doesn’t scrimp on anything.  Little things like quality 
construction are very important when you show the layout. 

Another little detail that is not so little is the design of the 
layout building.  Ed carefully chose to give himself the room 
he needed to comfortably build the fine model-work you see 
on the layout.  He has two very tidy work benches and all 
tools are within easy reach.  Daylight sun shines into the 
above-ground structure to illuminate his all-steel work-
bench.  All scale lumber is carefully stored in easily ac-
cessed tubes.  All of the interior, including the front of the 
bench-work, is covered in aged planking that accents the 
period of the railroad.  Valences made of the same material 
cover the track lighting that gives the Valley a warm and 
inviting effect.   

One other nice little thing about the layout is the fascia 
board that encircles the layout.  It is strong and sturdy, 
built with ½” board.  However, it is beautifully painted to 
match the railroad’s colors.  Controls and throttles are eas-
ily at hand and turnout control toggles are recessed into 
the wood to keep from damaging them.  Car card holders 
are convenient to each local stop, and hot-stamped signs 
let you know where you are at all times.  Never have I 
wanted to pick up a throttle and run trains like I do at Ed’s 
house. 
 
The last little thing that Ed does really makes a difference.  
When you are invited to his house for a layout tour you are 
given a color brochure that has a great cover shot, a de-
scription of the layout, a list of key points to see and a his-
tory of the line.  The back cover has a very detailed map 
and great instruc-
tions for arriving at 
the destination.  
You are given a 
printed ticket to 
ride the railroad 
and Cokes and 
cookies before you 
depart.  He really 
knows how to make 
you feel welcome at 
the Valley and Te-
koa Railroad! 
 
I guess my point is 
that Ed has taken 
the time to incorporate the little niceties that make a home 
layout truly spectacular.  Take the opportunity to go visit 
the line when you can and learn from Ed’s 59 years of 
modeling experience.  You’ll be more than impressed. 
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By John Stevens, Chairman 

G O O D  &  W E L FA R E 

I wrote thirty four letters since my last re-
port.  Three of these were related to surger-
ies, five of them were related to awards 

given at the annual convention, and twenty six of them 
were related to birthdays. 

 
Good & Welfare Letters 

 
June 2003 
 
Robert Hunt  Heart attack  Piedmont 
Ben Bartlett  Mack Craig Award Land O’Sky 
Dudley Ross  Will Miller Award Dixie 
Sam Swanson  Gold Spike Award Outside region 
Pat Turner  Dave Mueller Award HQ 
John Ramatowski  Convention Chairman HQ 
Robert Hinshaw  Milestone Birthday Magnolia 
Lee Spencer  Milestone Birthday Cen Sav Riv 
Paul D’Amato  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
Christopher Doyte Milestone Birthday Cumberland 
 
July 2003 
 
Lester Mack  Milestone Birthday Dixie 
William Tilly  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
Arthur Nelson  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
Jesse Cumbee  Milestone Birthday Atlantic 
Ralph Hall  Milestone Birthday Land O’Sky 
Mort Silberman  Milestone Birthday Empire 
Albert Ericson  Milestone Birthday Outside region 
Charles King  Milestone Birthday Outside region 
Robert Folsom  Milestone Birthday Palmetto 
David Koehler  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
 
August 2003 
 
Michael Ferry  Surgery   Smokey Mtns 
Charlie Bryan  Surgery   Land O’Sky 
Philip Marriner  Milestone Birthday Smokey Mtns 
David Miller  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
Paul Kelly  Milestone Birthday Mid South 
Benton Bartlett  Milestone Birthday Land O’Sky 
Gary Heyden  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
James Scofield  Milestone Birthday Cen Sav Riv 
 
September 2003 
 
James Bigger    Milestone Birthday Bluff City 
James Gibson  Milestone Birthday Steel City 
John Ryczek  Milestone Birthday Bluff City 
Leoroy Huntington Milestone Birthday Mid South 
Robert Hoenes  Milestone Birthday Piedmont 
Robert Ford  Milestone Birthday Smokey Mtns 

The following Achievement Program Awards have 
been approved by National as of September 15, 2003. 

 

Master Builder - Scenery 
Hunter Womble  -  Birmingham, AL 

 

Model Railroad Author 
George Gi lber t   -   Nashvi l le,  TN 

 

Association Volunteer 
Robert Beaty, MMR  -  Birmingham, AL 

That Single Membership with the NMRA has been a boon to SER 
membership can easily be seen from the data.  SER membership has 
grown by 87 or 23% since last October. Growth in SER membership 
has occurred in the face of declining NMRA membership.   
 
If any member or subscriber did not get the latest issue of the South-
ErneR, please contact me via phone (423) 344-7505 or email 
shafferkr@aol.com, so that I can find the problem and get it fixed.  
Thank you.   
 
Karl Shaffer 
Registrar 

NMRA/SER Membership Report  
M a y  6 ,  2 0 0 3 

A  n o t e  t o  a l l  S E R  D i v i s i o n a l  A P  M a n a g e r s :   
Please remember when submitting SOQ to me, that you verify that all the re-
quired paperwork is included such as, the complete SOQ forms and records 
with signatures, and a copy of the members current NMRA membership card. 
The packages should be complete before I receive them. There are still a few 
out there that have come incomplete, and I thank those that have been getting 
them to me in one package, as it keeps from delaying the process. 

Double Tracked Bridge on the Buffalo & Pittsburgh RR. 
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[In a dark alley, in the snow, by the 
trash dumpster, is a door...] 
 
Knock, knock. 
 
A small peep-hole in the door angrily 
slides open 
 
“Who’s there?” a gruff voice orders. 
 
“Just me, Felix,” whispers the nerv-
ously shivering gentleman. 
 
“What’s the codeword!” the angry voice 
snaps. 
 
“Your dealer can get it from Walthers.” 
 
“Ok...come in, but be quiet as the ses-
sion is just starting.” 
 
The large steel door creaks open and 
the frightened fellow stumbles in.  It’s 
a small and cramped pit of a basement, 
full of the smells of mold and stale ci-
gars.  One metal-shrouded lamp hang-
ing from the ceiling supplied the only 
source of illumination.  Toward the 
front of the room stood an older gen-
tleman who spoke in a breathless 
voice. 
 
“The meeting is called to order.  Who 
will be first to speak?” 
 
His glazed eyes slowly scanned the 
damp room and finally his skeleton-
like index finger lurched out toward 
the fat man sitting against the wall. 
 
“You!  You’ll be first...say what ya have 
ta say!” 
 
The fat man slowly stood up and nerv-
ously fumbled with the change in his 
pocket. 
 
“Well, my name is Fred.  I’m a model 
railroader.” 
 
In unison the group of sad men sang 
out “Welcome, Fred!” 
 
Staring at his shoes, Fred said “I’ve 
been a model railroader for ten years 
now and its been very hard to stay on 
the wagon.  But this week I’m very 
proud of myself.  The new Railroad 
Model Craftsman magazine acciden-
tally found its way to my mailbox.  I 
quickly took it back to the Post Office 
and asked them to shred it.” 
 
“Good going, Fred!” said a husky voice 
in the back. 
 
“You da man!” cried another. 
 
“Who else would like to talk about 
their addiction tonight?” the modera-
tor croaked.  “How about you, Lester?” 
 
Lester was white as a sheet.  The collar 
of his shirt was bathed in sweat and his 
fingernails were now only nubs.  Lester 
knew he had been bad.  It was a rough 

week with the new Kato SD70’s coming 
out, and to make matters worse they 
were in his favorite road name. 
 
“Come on lad, speak up.” 
 
Lester stood up quietly and broke 
down.  His tears stained the sleeves of 
his blue denim shirt.   
 
“I’m weak, I tell you!  Weak!  I couldn’t 
help myself!  They were there...out in 
the open in front of the Train Shop.  So 
shiny, so green...and DCC ready!  All I 
wanted was to just touch one.  Just 
hold it...” 
 
One of the members gently embraced 
him and held him while he sobbed. 
“There, there, brother Lester.  We all 
understand your pain.  But we must be 
strong!  We can’t give in to the evil 
train shop owner.” 
 
As Bill arose and gently patted brother 
Lester on the arm, the alert sounded. 
 
“Plaster!  There is plaster and....paint!  
Train paint on brother Archie’s hands!  
There is even some ACC glue residue!” 
 

Archie panicked...he didn’t know what 
to do.  Caught by his peers, he leaped 
for the door, scrambling over the myr-
iad of folding chairs. 
 
“Let me out!” he cried. 
 
“Hold him!  Tie him down!” 
 
He knew what he was in for.  He had to 
be cleansed.  It was a violation of the 
code to be building scenery, and he 
knew it.  Why, oh, why had he not 
washed his hands? 
 
“Brother Archie...you stand accused of 
scenery in the first degree!  How do 
you plead?” 
 
“It was just a small hill...just a hill!  Not 
even enough for a tunnel!” 
 
“Bring out North West Shortline Chop-
per and the rail nippers!” 
 
“NO!  NOT THE CHOPPER!” 
 
“You know the penalty for building 
scenery, brother Archie.  Hold him 
still.” 
 
Several large men grabbed him and 
held him at the table.  The light gently 
swayed over his head. 
 
“Your sentence, brother Archie, for 
failing to restrain yourself from model 
railroading is...” 
 
All eyes focused on the leader as he 
glared downed at Archie.  Beads of 
sweat rolled off the poor criminal’s 
face. 
 
“You must hand-lay a dual gauge 
turnout...in N-scale!” 
 
“AAARRGGGHHHH!” 
 
“Wow...don’t you think that is a little 
harsh?  And in N-scale!  Ouch!” said 
brother Eggbert. 
 
“We must enforce the rules.  If we are 
ever to break ourselves of this all-
consuming habit of model trains, we 
must live up to our creed.  Everyone, 
recite the creed with me!” 
 
    Never shall I touch a rail, 
    I’ll shy away from HO-scale, 
    And revel not with plastic kits, 
    Or Tyco stuff, which is the pits. 
 
    Instead I’ll lead a happy life, 
    And shun the dreaded hobby knife, 
    And be the man I want to be, 
    Free of bench work and DCC. 
 
    A rail-a-holic I’ll always be, 
    A basement layout I’ll never see, 
    And if a collection I do amass, 
    May you kick me in the brass. 
 
“Meeting adjourned!” as the modera-
tor bangs the gavel. 
 
They all wrapped themselves up in 
their overcoats and headed home, 
careful not to stray.  Little did they all 
know that Willie’s Train Shop is hav-
ing a sale. 

  B I F F Y  
 COCKTAIL  
  
  4 parts gin (2oz.)   
  2 parts Swedish punch (1oz.)    
  2 parts fresh lemon juice (1oz.) 
 
Combine all ingredients in a cocktail shaker 
and shake well. Strain into chilled old-
fashioned glass. 
 
Warning: Always drink responsibly when 
at an operating session.  Don’t spill drinks 
on the track! 

Terry Bacus, Editor of the Bulletin is 
shown hard at work in the contest room at 
the Maple Leaf 2003 Convention. 

R a i l -a-hol i cs  Anonymous 
B y  S c o t t  P e r r y 
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Minutes  o f  the  Meet ing   
o f  the  Board  o f  D i r ec tor s  

S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 0 3 -  B r y s o n  C i t y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  

The following board members were present: Pat Turner, Vice president, Bob Beaty, Secretary, Randall Watson, Treasurer, Mike 
Braunstein, Director, Roy Tritt, Executive Advisor. Absent Phil Hutchinson, Mike Ferry, Len Polinsky, Tom Schultz. 
Committee chairmen present: Dean Belowich, AP/Contest, Paul Voelker, Editor, Tom Cusker, 2004 Convention Chairman, Dr. Joe 
Nichols, Sr. Historian. 
 
A quorum was present.  VP Turner called the meeting to order at 9:05 EDT 
 
Secretary Report: Beaty presented the minutes as published in the SouthErneR.  Minutes accepted 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Watson presented the Treasurer’s report.  Since the last report, Income was $2938.56, disbursements 
$1678.82, The checking account has a working balance of $3880.73.    Treasurer’s report accepted.  Part of the income was proceeds 
from the Chattanooga Convention.  It was decided to delay putting these funds into a CD until the interest rates improve. 
 
Membership/registrar: Membership has risen by 87 new members due in part to the single dues process of the NMRA 
 
AP Report: Belowich reported limited activity since the convention, 2 golden spikes, and 1 AP certificate for Scenery (Steel City 
Division). 
 
Web Page report: Tritt reported that the SER Events calendar was up and functional on the web page.  Sub-pages are available for 
Divisions, contact him for procedures.  Discussion followed with direction to provide the Secretary with all pertinent data for access 
to the page for the files.   
 
Good and Welfare: Stevens submitted a written report for the file, 34 letters have been sent since the last report. 
 
Old Business 
 
Convention 2003: Chattanooga convention committee presented the Region with $1500 from the May 2003 Convention. 
Convention 2004: Tom Cusker presented a status report for Birmingham, a web site is up and operational at SCD-NMRA.org.  The 
registration form will be on-line shortly 
Convention 2005, 2006.  No report.   
 
New Business 
 
Randall Watson presented a letter from the Piedmont Division proposing to host the 2007 convention in the greater Atlanta area.  
Beaty moved to accept the proposal. Tritt seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Secretary Beaty proposed that vacant offices in the Region be published in the upcoming SouthEneR and a nominating committee be 
formed to select a slate of candidates. Seconded by Watson, motion carried. 
The following persons are named to the committee: 
 Mike Braunstein, Chairman 
 Mike Ferry, Member 
 Randall Watson, Member 
The committee will present the slate at the next BOD meeting in Jan/Feb 2004.  The election will be held in March 2004. 
 
Next Meeting of the BOD.  It was suggested that the next BOD meeting be held in Macon, GA the first weekend of February.  Mike 
Braunstein will coordinate and apprise the Board of the location and date. 
 
VP Turner noted for the record that President Hutchinson’s wife had recently undergone shoulder surgery. And the Good and Wel-
fare Chairman should send a card/letter from the BOD. 
 
Contest Chairman Belowich asked to be recognized.  He presented concerns of  “Specialty Awards of the SER” leaving the geo-
graphical region.  Any NMRA member from any Region may enter an SER contest but could take away awards specifically desig-
nated to recognize SER members’ modeling efforts.  Discussion followed. 
Beaty moved: The BOD amend the Awards Section of the Region Members Handbook to reflect that “all SER specific (Special) 
awards, i.e., Mack Craig, Will Miller, are to be presented only to SER members that resided within the geographical region.  Tritt 
seconded, motion carried. 
 
Randall Watson moved the meeting adjourn.  Seconded by Braunstein. 
 
There being no further business, VP Turner adjourned the Fall Meeting of ht SER BOD at 10:15 EDT. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert Beaty, Secretary 
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  As requested at our 
Annual Meeting in Chattanooga I 
submitted a motion to the NMRA 
Board of Trustees meeting in 
Toronto, Canada, that 
would have required each 
of the sections of the 
Long Range Plan to be 
voted on separately. 
This would give the 
membership an opportu-
nity to approve the sec-
tions they liked and give 
the BOT notice of what was 
not acceptable.  
 The motion failed as only 
the MCR Trustee supported the 
motion. He noted that MCR mem-
bers were concerned about a) re-
ducing the number of Trustees 
from 17 to 9, b) the resulting re-
duction of USA representation on 
the BOT, c) the unrealistic division 
of the USA and Canada into three 
areas.  
 The mind set of the major-
ity of the Trustees is that the vote 
must be all or nothing. So NMRA 
members will have to throw out the 
baby with the bath water if they are 
not willing to take the bad with the 
good, or the good with the bad.  
 It should be noted that the 
vote will not be about the LRP as 
such but the vote will be to ap-
prove, or not, a set of NMRA 
Regulations, forty eight (48) pages 
the last time I looked, that will con-
tain the changes proposed in the 
LRP. I can't help but be bothered 
when it takes a document longer 
than the US Constitution to define 
the organization. 
     Since this BOT meeting the web 
has been full of emails arguing 

about definitions and discussions 
on how to run the various depart-
ments. One aspect of this is the at-

tempt by some to restrict or 
eliminate input from the 

Regions. For each Re-
gion the person to fill 
any position that 
comes under a NMRA 
dept. such as AP 
Chair. or Education 

Chair. is to be ap-
pointed by the NMRA 

official in charge of that 
Dept. The Regions may make 

recommendations. I wonder what 
happened to the 'Association' part 
of the NMRA.   
 I enjoyed the Toronto con-
vention and made the most of my 
time there, riding the streetcars all 
over the city, traveling the subway 
from end to end, and taking a trip 
out of town on the GO commuter 
rails. Those double deck coaches 
are a great way to see the country-
side and railroad activities. The 
coaches ride like a Cadillac as the 
saying goes and with the excellent 
track conditions they seem to glide 
along on air.  
 I like tours rather than clin-
ics, although there were excellent 
ones. The tours included a visit to 
the carbarn to see how the street-
cars were repaired and maintained. 
An interesting note is that all the 
system lines end in a return loop so 
that the cars are one ended. They 
are also very modern. There is one 
PCC car they keep in operation and 
we got to travel all over town in it. 
 Other tours took us into 
some of the surrounding towns and 
countryside to visit club and home 
layouts. There is lots of great mod-
eling going on in the area in all as-
pects of the hobby from outdoor 
live steam and 'G' thru' all the 
scales.   
 The favorable money ex-
change was one benefit from hold-
ing the convention in Canada. I 
found the Canadian prices to be 
similar to US but we traded three 
US dollars for four Canadian, ap-
proximately, making everything a 
bargain.   
 I encourage you to plan to 
attend the next national convention, 

especially if you have never at-
tended one. It will be a great ex-
perience for you and the whole 
family. Lots of things to do for 
wives and children. I enjoyed my-
self one afternoon helping out with 
the Junior College Training for 
Kids program, helping boys and 
girls make trees.  
 This convention was hurt 
by the SARS scare. The loss of the 
NMRA train show due to manufac-
turers and dealers pulling out was 
compensated for by the Toronto 
hosts putting together a very credit-
able train show from local re-
sources. Canadian manufactures, 
suppliers and dealers together with 
a number of very nice modular lay-
outs. 
 
Happy Modeling, 
Phil Hutchinson  

The President’s Car 
By Phil Hutchinson, President, SER 

DAVE MULLER AWARD 
 
As a reminder, the categories with applicable points are below. 
All Division Superintendents submit your candidates name and 
point count by March 1st of each year to be presented at the SER 
Conventions currently held in May. 
 
CERTIFICATES OR DEEDS DONE                     POINTS 
Holds "Volunteer" Certificate                                  20 
Holds "Official" Certificate                                  15 
Holds "Author" Certificate:                                  10 
Other Certificates, MMR, Gold Spike Award        10 
Has put on one or more clinics (per clinic)                 5 
Active in putting on a Division convention (per full day)      5 
Active in putting on a SER convention (per full day)           10 
Active in putting on a National convention (per full day)      7 
Organized a modular and/or sections layout show                15 
Active as a contest or AP judge during a convention            10 
Active as Committee Chair for at least 6 months  
    this year at Division level or higher.                                   10                           
Served as an AP judge for at least 6 months                          10 
Active in a modular or sectional layout                                   5 
Boy Scout Merit Badge program (per badge)                          5 
Signed up one or more members to both NMRA & SER        3 
 (per member) 

Send nominees to Lenny Polinsky at: 
l enpo l insky@aol . com 

Or by snail mail to: 
L e n n y  P o l i n s k y  

P . O .  B o x  8 0 4  
R e x ,  G A   3 0 2 7 3 

 

REGION  MAP    
 

S h o w i n g :   
 

States, Counties, Towns & 
Division Boundaries can 

be found at: 
 

www.camrc.org -  /ser /    
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  DIVISION   REPORTS 

 The Steel City Division has been very active with preparations 
for the 2004 SER Convention continuing, three layout tours and 
regularly scheduled meetings. 
 
 At the May meeting, Tom Schultz and Roy Stewart presented 
distressing wood using wood and styrene.  Different techniques 
were contrasted.  Glen Samuel was the June presenter.  He fea-
tured painting backdrops using various kinds of stencils.  He 
offered a complete array ranging from mountains to city build-
ings. 
 
 In June, the Division also visited Keith Lewis’ layout.  Keith 
has made enormous progress since our last visit a few years ago. 
 
 In July, Joe Fiore presented a summary of the construction of 
his wonderful O scale layout.  He brought examples of various 
techniques he still uses.  He gave a very comprehensive presen-
tation ranging from scenery to rolling stock to electrical.  This 
clinic was followed by an open house at his layout, one of the 
nation’s best.  Joe’s layout will be featured during the 2004 SER 
Convention and you don’t want to miss it. 
 
 In early August, the Division visited our colleagues from the 
Piedmont Division.  Four layouts were on tour including Ron 
Gough, Bob McIntyre, Joe Nichols, Sr. and John Travis.  
Thanks to Ron Gough for organizing the tour and for coordinat-
ing a great lunch. We need to do more of this kind of inter-
divisional sharing.  A lot was learned and we are looking for-
ward to having everyone back in Birmingham next May. 
 
 The August meeting featured Bob Beaty discussing NMRA 
Merit Award requirements.  Several members are building mod-
els for judging at the 2004 convention. 
 
 A full range of clinics is scheduled through early 2004.  Work 
will be continuing in preparation for the convention. 

STEEL CITY - DIVISION  2       
Tom Schultz - tom.schultz@bhsala.com THE SER IS NOW ACCEPTING 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING POSITIONS ON 

THE 2004 BOARD: 
 

Vice President  Secretary 
Treasurer                2 Directors 

 

 If you are interested in becoming a candidate for 
any of the above positions please forward a written 
statement of candidacy for the office (only one per 
customer) you wish to be considered. Include a brief 
resume describing why you are a candidate, why you 
should be elected and what you hope to accomplish 
should you be elected. Historical background and other 
attributes are welcome. Sign and date the statement for 
SER records. Include a photo (will be returned), 
preferably a facial shot. (Photos can be cropped by the 
committee.) No Emails or 3rd party applications will be 
accepted.  
 

Applications must be RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 
February 1, 2004. 
 

Mail all materials to:  
Mike Braunstein  

PO  Box 500  
Centerville, GA 31028-0500 

2004 SER Nominating Committee 
Mike Braunstein-Chairman 

Mike Ferry & Randall Watson 

The VP’s Keyboard 
Pat Turner, VP SER 

Change is inevitable and the NMRA is no 
different from any other group in that re-
spect. With the new Long Range Plan just 
approved by the Trustees there will be 
changes will be coming. 
 
What remains the same is your division 
and the superintendent that runs it. I firmly 
believe as I have said for some time now 
that the division superintendent is one of 
the most important positions in the NMRA 
today. The super. is the members best con-
tact for what is going on where they live.  
 
You may be saying to yourself that you 
already know this so why I am telling you 
again. Well, the super. has a great many 
things to keep track of and do to keep a 
division active. Among them are some of 
the following; set up and run division 
meetings, host train shows or meets, keep 
track and welcome new members, follow 

up on members that have not renewed, 
stay in touch with local clubs, quarterly 
reports for the SouthErneR, monthly lay-
out tours and list can go on... With all this 
to do it is easy to get sidetracked and over-
look one or several items that we as mem-
bers feel need more attention. In a  large 
division such as the Piedmont the super. is 
not alone, but has lots of help. In smaller 
divisions the super. may be doing every-
thing himself and may welcome a re-
minder and I am sure they would welcome 
any help. 
 
So now I can get to the point of this. If 
you have not heard from your super. in a 
while look up his info on the SER web 
page or in the SouthErneR and give them 
a call, send them an email or write them a 
letter. Be proactive and seek out what is 
happening in your division. If you have 
heard from your super. recently still give 

them a call and let 
them know you 
appreciate the job 
they are doing. Ei-
ther way be sure to 
let them know what you are doing as this 
is activity in your division. Last, but not 
least, offer your help to your super. Just a 
little or a lot whatever you are comfortable 
with. Maybe a clinic, or a home layout 
tour, even something as simple as calling a 
fellow division member to see if he can 
come to the next meeting. Your super. 
may even say he does not need any help at 
this time, but just knowing you offered is 
a great support if something should come 
up. 
 
You are the NMRA, contact your division 
super. to see what is going on. 
 
Pat Turner, SER V.P. 

If an Interurban was “stretched” like a limousine, this might look like the result. 
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Things are popping here in the Gulf Division. We keep one eye 
on the tropics and another on our trains. But by the time you all 
read this, the hurricane season will be over....mostly. Anyway, 
lots of things starting up.  
 
The Pensacola Model Railroad Club had their first train show on 
Sept 6-7. GATS is coming to Pensacola for the first time on Dec 
27-28. Along with that, the Wiregrass Railroad Historical Society 
had their Dothan Train show with first time for a two-day show. 
So lots of first going on the Gulf Division. 
 
The Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club has grown and now has 
a mobile layout for taking to various trains shows, including all 
of those mentioned above. We are busy getting the West Florida 
Railroad Museum flatcar ready to run a G scale layout on it for 
the RR Museum's open house weekends on Oct 4-5 and 11-12 
plus the Santa Rosa Historical Society's Depot Days arts and 
crafts festival Nov 8-9. 
 
The folks in Mobile are busy as usual. SWARM guys are busy 
every month with their round-robin meetings and getting ready 
for their annual Fairhope Train Show next March. 
 

 I can only report what I know of the happenings within the 
Montgomery area of Dixie Div. I have to call on Bruce Smith of 
Auburn and Chuck Batherson in the Dothan area to add to this 
report. The good news in the Montgomery area is that the 
CAMRR Club has a web page. Take a look at www.camrrc.org 
for a picture tour of our club. The credit for this development 
goes to the two newest members of the club, Phil Deibel the web 
master and Darrel Logan who took the pictures. Members of the 
club can be contacted through e-mail addresses listed in the web 
site. Future developments include adding a lay-out plan and some 
video of action on the rails. Check it out from time to time. Our 
club now sees as many as six members on a Saturday resulting in 
lots of operating action. 
 
Phil Hutchinson 

DIXIE  -  DIVISION  3 
        Open - Phil Hutchinson Reporting 

The Piedmont Division has just completed the summer meetings 
and who says it is supposed to be a slow time? The attendance at 
the Division’s monthly meetings at the Elk’s Lodge in Tucker 
(Atlanta) has been higher than ever. This is due to the fellowship, 
a great ‘show and tell’ session, and super clinics. Howard Good-
win, who is the Director of Operations, continues to work hard at 
scheduling excellent clinics each month.  
 
In July, Paul Voelker did a close repeat of the clinic he did in 
Chattanooga entitled “Paul Voelker Models the Structures of the 
J&G. Many of you are familiar with the great scenery on the J&G 
Railroad owned by John Travis. Much of it is from the building 
techniques brought by Paul. We all need to get out and build 
more of those structures on our modules and layouts.  
 
In August, Scott Chatfield was at it again with “How to Research 
your Model Railroad”.  We did not know there was so much re-
search material out there until Scott brought it to the meeting. 
The fun part was the Railroadiana Train Show held that following 
weekend in Atlanta. Many of us scoured the books, timetables, 
etc. for the “gems’ that we could use researching our railroads.  
 
In September, Dan Berman gave a clinic on “Black Diamonds 
(Coal), What you don’t know about it will amaze you”! We 
couldn’t wait for that one. Who doesn’t have some interest in 
coal? In addition to the clinic, our Anniversary Meeting, which 
was rescheduled from June, was held this month. This is always a 
great time giving away door prizes.  
 
Over the last couple of months we have debuted our new audio 
system. The new audio equipment and the computer projector 
purchased last year have really enhanced the clinic presentations.  
 
We continue to feature a layout each month. I have not been able 
to attend as many as I would like due to family situations. The 
reports I have received have been favorable on the quality and 
dedication of the owners of the layouts. In November the Pied-
mont Division will be featuring at least one model railroad layout 
each weekend day to celebrate Model Railroad Month. This type 
of program has worked well in the Northeast. We are giving it a 
try here in the south. We will report in the next issue of the 
Southerner on how well it went and how well attended as the 
event.  
 
Bob McIntyre 

PIEDMONT  -  DIVISION 5 
Bob McIntyre - robert.mcintyre@gesm.ge.com 

Bob McIntyre giving a clinic on 
Painting Backdrops. 

And still I have not gotten to points East. Fort Walton's Miracle 
Strip Model Railroad Club is so busy that they have to have shifts 
at the club layout to accommodate everybody. Panama City is 
busy and will be at the train shows above with their huge and 
terrific layout. 
 
So, Gulf Division is busy. See you next quarter. If you are in the 
area, give us a call or come visit the West Florida Railroad Mu-
seum with the busy CSX mainline. Anybody seen a real "hybrid" 
locomotive run by? 

GULF - DIVISION  4                       
Ed Dice - EdwardDice@aol.com 
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The Smoky Mountain Division is still struggling to find its direc-
tion.  Hopefully I can get into a more regular reporting mode.  I 
was elected President of the Knoxville Area Model Railroaders 
for this year, which, combined with my Project Manager position 
on our Children’s Museum “World of Trains” renovation, has 
taken quite a bit of my time. 
 
We were sorry to lose the Crossville Model Railroad Club several 
months ago with their switch to the Headquarters Division.  Now 
we have lost another club with the dissolution of the Smoky 
Mountain Model Railroad Club in Pigeon Forge.  This club 
only operated about a year, but had a good nucleus and an excel-
lent HO modular layout in an empty store front in the Belz Outlet 
Mall.  Apparently outside obligations of the members made it 
difficult to man the layout for the public display each weekend as 
required by the mall in exchange for the space.  This leaves only 
a couple clubs in Division 12 and we are separated by too many 
miles to make combined activities very practical.  I will try to 
develop more background on other SER members in our Division 
for the next report. 
 
The above mentioned renovation begun over a year ago at the 
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge to develop a “World of Trains” 
wing is moving into its final stages.  The official opening is 
scheduled for early December, with a preview opening on No-
vember 1st as part of the Children’s Museum’s Appalachian Festi-
val, titled “Rails thru Appalachia”.  Essentially all of the renova-
tions have been done by members of the Knoxville Area Model 
Railroaders.  As I believe I mentioned in an earlier report, in ex-
change for this work and the building and maintenance of an HO 
layout for the museum, KAMR is gaining the use of three rooms 
to house our club activities.  This will be the first time KAMR 
has had a permanent home since its formation over 15 years ago.  
These rooms are essentially finished and are filled with our HO 
and N modular layouts. 
 
Members of KAMR’s “Large” scale division are building and 
operating a number of layouts in S, O, and G scales in an empty 
store in the Oak Ridge Mall, also under the umbrella of the Chil-
dren’s Museum of Oak Ridge.   Public open houses are con-
ducted regularly. 
 
KAMR’s association with the Children’s Museum and the in-
creased publicity therefrom has benefited the club immensely, 
with membership increasing over 20% since it began in early 
2002.   We currently have sixty members. 
 
On short notice, KAMR’s N-scale division set up a small modu-
lar layout at the  SER meeting show in Chattanooga.  
 
 
Larry Burkholder 
Smoky Mountain Division Superintendent 

Division 9 is in flux (again). About 18 months ago, we lost the 
space we were using in a historic old building. The owner was 
having financial troubles and wanted lots of money all of a sud-
den. We left in good graces, and found space to set up a few HO 
modules in a local hobby shop. Those of us who model in N were 
only able to set up modules at occasional events. During this 
time, we were able to participate in a number of events within a 
50 mile circle of  Augusta, GA. We had good press coverage and 
gained a few new members. 
 
Despite the influx of our dollars, and the train department being a 
major profit center, the store recently closed its doors. We've 
been meeting in a classroom of a local church, but that doesn't 
help with the long-term needs. Model railroaders are certainly 
scroungers, if not down right cheap. It looks like we have a great 
chance of  getting about 1500 sq. ft. from a former church turned 
cultural center (Sacred Heart Cultural Center for those of you 
familiar with Augusta, GA). 
 
Our hobby will fit in with their theme of family events. There 
will be room to have both N scale and HO scale modular layouts 
in place on a fairly "permanent" basis. We have talked to a scout 
group about working with them on the Model Railroading Merit 
Badge. (I just want my son to do more than run his Harry Potter 
train in a circle!) 
 
Anyone visiting the Augusta, GA, area is welcome to join us on 
the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 7:00 p.m. until 
8:30 or so. 
 
Terry Pitts 
Division Superintendent 
Division 9, SER 

     Cumberland Division members and Tennessee Central RY 
Museum members are in the midst of a 5-day Day Out With Tho-
mas event here in Nashville TN.  Part of the event at Tennessee 
Central Ry Museum includes the Nashville Ntrak modular N 
scale RR on display, complete with Thomas rolling stock that the 
kids love to see in action.  The Nashville Ntrakkers even built 11" 
extensions for their module legs so their RR could be at the same 
height as the wall panels normally surrounding an HO scale 
modular RR. 
     Many SER members are building new HO modules based on a 

The Bluff City Division is considering the request to host a Re-
gional SER Convention in the future, but believes that due to the 
fact that it has been nearly 15 years since we hosted the last one, 
we need to gain some experience, hosting some large Train 
Shows first. The offer of hosting a convention will be discussed 
again after the November show. 
 
Ned Savage   (901) 363-9607 (work) (with answering machine) 
Bluff City Division 

BLUFF CITY - DIVISION 10   
Ned B. Savage - nssavage@juno.com 

lightweight design by Len Hollinger.  This design makes exten-
sive use of precision-cut birch plywood as the structural members 
and Luan plywood for the module deck.  As of now, over 150' of 
new modules have been committed to by members. 
     The next opportunity for model RR promotion will be the 
CSX Family Days event at Radnor Yard in Nashville.  CSX has 
invited Cumberland Division and TC Ry Museum to set up a 
modular model RR on Sep 19, 2003 for operation during the 1-
day Family Days event at CSX' Radnor yards facilities.  Al-
though only a 1-day setup, this is a prime opportunity to show off 
our hobby to those to work as railroaders year-round. 
     Another opportunity arrives just before the 2nd weekend in 
November 2003 when both Nashville Ntrak and Comberland 
Division will set up modular RRs at Adventure Science Center 
(formerly Cumberland Science Museum) in Nashville for multi-
day runs.  This setup comes right after the Division Meet on Sat-
urday Nov 1, 2003 at Tennessee Central Ry Museum at 220 Wil-
low St in Nashville.  If you're in Nashville over that 1st Novem-
ber Saturday, stop by and see what Nashville is up to in model 
railroading. 
 
Bob Hulltman 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN - DIV. 12 
Larry Burkholder – labtexan@chartertn.net 

CUMBERLAND  -  DIV.  11 
 Bob Hultman  - bob.hultman@mach10internet.com 

Palmetto Division - No activity.  Still looking for a new Superin-
tendent.   
 
A Division Meeting at the Annual Seneca SC Train Show spon-
sored by the CRM&HA in early February.  Proposed date is the 
7th, subject to confirmation.  

PALMETTO - DIVISION 7 
Howard R. Garner reporting 

CENTRAL SAVANNAH RIVER - DIV.  9        
Terry Pitts, Jr (terry.pitts@comcast.net 
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Not much to talk about over the summer- We all enjoyed a woN-
derful day at Pisgah View Ranch as quests of Sam Parris.  Ran 
trains on Sam's logging Pike, had the "short version" of our mod-
ule set-up, Penn Bullock, Charlie Krug, Cody Bussard (engineer) 
Fred Coleman, Cy Miller, Ken Granzin, Sam Parris and others 
had set for display and operation.  
 
Looks terrific and EVERYTHING WORKS!  Penn has led the 
way in the construction and development, Ken is our Mountain 
Man, Charlie does switching, Wes Swann is our wiring expert 
and wife, Pam adds those details which enliven the scene.  David 
& Linda Purcell help sort out the confusion in operation and 
Cody (12 Yrs.) has become expert engineer for both lines.  Fred 
Coleman smiles, looks satisfied and planning for the next to 
show!! 
 
We recognized the skill and contribution Sam Parris has shared 
with the Club and honored him with ”The Superintendent's Loco-
motive,” an annual award.  
 
In August we had a grand tour assembled by Linda and David  
Purcell. Four great layouts were open.      
 
The Depot in Hendersonville known as “The Apple Valley 
Club,” is a fine presentation of HO replication of the Town and it 
is all DCC.  Dan Lang's extensive home layout is flawless DCC 
operation and a wonder to behold.  Gordon Fewster's electronic 
wizardry all around his layout makes viewing simply awesome 
with those long curves and elongated passenger consists.  Ben 
Bartlett's talent was plainly evident all over the run!  Ben has 
received national recognition for his scale attention to detail.  His 
layout is a beauty to behold and, like the others mentioned, often  
breathtaking! 
 
What was so greatly appreciated was that each showed portions 
"under construction" which was really welcomed by the visi-
tors.  To see what is done to accomplish the 'effect' is a great gift 

to the visitor looking for ideas and inspiration for their own 
work!   
 
Mid August we had a 'fine tuning and fun day' in the Game Room 
of The Asheville Pizza & Brewing Co. who kindly let us set up 
the "big" module to fix what ever needed fixing!  Repeat most of 
the above names and you'll know who enjoyed the day - esp 
cially as Penn celebrated his LX birthday amongst us!  We were 
having too much fun and so decided not to move our meetings to 
this location! 
 
We now anticipate our September gathering - with a bit of anxi-
ety.  It seems that A Porche Auto Club (500 expected) will be in 
our area and may use our meeting space just before our meeting  
time! 
 
We've scheduled a report on NMRA/Toronto and part of the 
video "Mountains And Valleys"  - painting walls /skyboards ef-
fortlessly and easily!   Fred Coleman will take the throttle as Su-
perintendent as "Lame Limping Lizzard" (aka Charlie Bryan) 
survives his heart attack (stent implant), broken tooth (crown) 
and repair of fractured tibia w/torn ligaments. 
 
Hopefully, Fall and cooler weather will stimulate the energies 
and our lethargy will emerge with renewed and refreshed Rail-
roading.      
 
Blessings +   Charlie Bryan 
Div. 15  - Land O' Sky, NMRA/SER 

LAND O’ SKY - DIV. 15 
Charlie Bryan - stficare@aol.com 
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SOUTHEASTERN REGION DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS  
 
President:                   Phil Hutchinson (334) 272-1923     
                                          Philip_Hutchinson@email.msn.com                                  
                                          5743 Carriage Barn Lane, Montgomery, AL 36116 
Vice-President:           Pat Turner (423) 744-0429  fecrr@mindspring.com 
                                          119 Co Rd 162, Niota, TN 37826 
Secretary:                   Bob Beaty, Jr., MMR (205) 987-2385  rabeaty@bellsouth.net 
                                           741 Dividing Ridge Rd, Birmingham, AL 35244 
Treasurer:                  Randall Watson (770) 831-5736  randallw@mindspring.com 
                                           730 Morning Creek Lane, Suwanee, GA 30024 
Asst. Treasurer:         ----------------------------- OPEN -------------------------------- 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
 
Exec. Advisor:           Roy Tritt, MMR (706) 733-6870  rtritt@gabn.net 
                                          2638 Henry St., Augusta, GA 30904 
Director (04):             Mike Braunstein (478) 953-3782  mygrampa@alltel.net 
                                           P.O. Box 500, Centerville, GA 31028-0500 
Director (04):             Leonard Polinsky (770) 506-8602  lenpolinsky@aol.com 
                                           P.O. Box 804, Rex, GA 30273 
Director (06):             Mike Ferry (931) 788-1828  ferrym@citlink.net 
                                           8316 Cherokee Trail, Crossville, TN 38555 
Director (06):             Tom Schultz (205) 715-5820  tom.schultz@bhsala.com 
                                           2798 Montevallo Road, Birmingham, AL 35223 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
A. P. Program &        Dean Belowich MMR (843) 651-1850  guino@excite.com    
Contests:                           334 Chastain Court, Murrels Inlet, SC 29576 
Conventions:              Mike Ferry (931) 788-1828  ferrym@citlink.net 
                                           8316 Cherokee Trail, Crossville. TN 38555 
Good and Welfare:    John Stevens (770) 632-0753  70273.1352@compuserve.com 
                                           175 Roscommon Ct., Tyrone, GA 30290 
Historian:                   Joe Nichols, Sr. MMR (770) 396-6447  deltarr@mindspring.com 
                                           4554 Chadwell Lane, Atlanta, GA 30338 
Legal Counsel:           Charles Cole (770) 427-3133  arborfor@aol.com 
                                           918 Arbor Forest Landing, Marietta, GA 30064 
Member Aid:             Charlie Brown, MMR (770) 943-5280  
                                           charliebrown@mindspring.com 
                                           3 Springbrooke Trail, Dallas, GA 30157 
Membership:             Tom Schultz (205) 715-5820  tom.schultz@bhsala.com 
                                           2798 Montevallo Road, Birmingham, AL 35223 
Registrar:                   Karl Shaffer (423) 344-7505  shafferkr@aol.com 
                                           8621 Autumn Oak Lane, Harrison, TN 37341-6946 
Webmaster:               Roy D. Tritt, MMR (706) 733-6870  rtritt@gabn.net 
                                           2638 Henry St., Augusta, GA 30904 
 

DIVISIONS 
 
 1 Mid-South:            Thomas Bailey (931) 433-4207  tebailey@vallnet.com 
                                          1008 First Avenue, Fayetteville, TN. 37334 
 2 Steel City:              Tom Schultz (205) 823-3888  tom.schultz@bhsala.com 
                                           2798 Montevallo Road, Birmingham, AL. 35223 
 3 Dixie:                      Phil Hutchinson (334) 272-1923  Philip_hutchinson@msn.com 
                                            5743 Carriage Barn Lane, Montgomery, AL 36116 
 4 Gulf:                       Ed Dice (850) 455-1313  EdwardDice@aol.com 
                                           3242 Windjammer Court, Pensacola, FL 32526-2544 
 5 Piedmont:              Bob McIntyre (770) 518-8932   Robert.McIntyre@gesm.ge.com 
                                           155 Fox Grape Lane, Alpharetta, GA 30022-6159 
 6 Empire:                 Richard Dalrymple (478) 471-8883/ fax 8994  
                                          BerkshireCentral@aol.com 
                                          107 Cordell Court, Macon, GA 31220-5227 
 7 Palmetto:               Howard R. Garner (864) 878-4705  hrgarner@innova.net 
                                          P.O. Box 826, Pickens, S.C. 29671-0826 
 8 Atlantic:                Nathan P. Stone (912) 354-2604  stones4@bellsouth.net 
                                          4808 Taylor Road, Savannah, GA 31404 
 9 Cent. Savannah    Terry Pitts, Jr (706) 736-9581  terry.pitts@comcast.net 
    River:                           3043 Brookhaven Way. Augusta, GA 30909-2236 
10 Bluff City:            Ned B. Savage (901) 682-8716 nssavage@juno.com 
                                          136 Greenbriar Drive, Memphis, TN. 38117-3208 
11 Cumberland:       Bob Hultman (615) 833-5158  bob.hultman@mach10internet.com 
                                          1305 Chestnut Drive, Brentwood, TN 37207 
12 Smoky Mt.:          Larry Brukholder (865) 408-9903  labtexan@chartertn.net 
   206 Coyatee View, Loudon, TN 37774-2172 
13 Headquarters:     Mark McAllister (706) 937-6337  hq_divI3@camrc.org 
                                          52 Eagle View Drive, Ringgold, GA 30736-7082 
14 Magnolia:            Mike Barry (228) 762-0929  mbma5411@bellsouth.net  
                                          5411 Hyland Drive, Pascagoula, MS 39567 
15 Land O' Sky:      Charles Bryan (828) 645-6896  stficare@aol.com 
                                           218 Kyfields, Weaverville, N.C. 28787 

P A T C H E S   
$3.00/each. 

 

 Karl Shaffer 
SER Decals/Patches 

8621 Autumn Oak Lane 
Harrison, TN 37341-6946 

 

Make checks/money orders  

payable to:   S E R 

 

SOUTHEASTERN  
REGION  

DECALS 
 O-Scale,  HO-Scale & N-Scale  

@ $3.50/set . 

2004 SER Convention 
 

S T E E L  R A I LS   
B A C K  T O  T H E   

S T E E L  C I T Y 
 

Memorial Day Weekend 
May 28 –30, 2004 

 

Bessemer  C i v ic  Center  
Bessemer,  A labama 

12 miles f rom Birmingham, AL 
 

C h a r l i e  G e t z  –  B a n q u e t  S p e a k e r 
 

Presenting clinics are:  
 

D a v e  F r a r y  
D e a n  F r e y t a g  
S a m  S w a n s o n  

B o o n e  M o r r i s o n  
 

2 0  R e g i o n a l l y  K n o w n  C l i n i c i a n s 
 

15–20 Layout Tours  
[within 25 miles of Birmingham] 

 

P r o t o t y p e  To u r s  
N o n - R a i l  P r o g r a m 

 

www.scd-nmra.org 
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Headquarters Division 
Headquarters Division, Ringgold, GA., Mark McAllister (706) 937-6337 
http://www.camrc.org 
Chattanooga Area Model Railroad Club, Dale Bryant  dale.bryant@camrc.org 
(423) 752-0141 or  (423) 991-5243   www.camrc.org 
Chattanooga Society of Model Engineers, Dunlap, TN 
http://csme.livesteamtrains.com     Andy Morrision (423) 344-8502 
Crossville Model Railroad Club, Crossville, TN, Mike Ferry (931) 788-1828 

 

Land O'Sky Division 
Land O' Sky Division, Weaverville, N.C., Charles Bryan (828) 645-6896 

 
Magnolia Division 

Magnolia Division, Pascagoula, MS.,  Mike Barry  (228) 762-0929 
         Jackson Society of Model Engineers,  Jackson, MS  
         Jackie Meck (601) 842-0909     www.jsme.org 
 
MidSouth Division 

Mid-South Division, Fayetteville, TN., Thomas Bailey  (931) 433-4207 
http://www.geocities.com/mta136/ 
Northeast Alabama Model Railroad Club, Guntersville, AL 
Charles Dick (205) 878-2537 charlesdick@mindspring.com  
Redstone Model Railroad Club, Huntsville, AL 

 

Palmetto Division 
Palmetto Division, Pickens, S.C., Howard R. Garner  (864) 878-4705 
Associated Model Railroads of Columbia, Columbia, SC 
Jack Huffman  803-699-2518 or amroc.org for information. 
Central Railway Model & Historical Association, Pickens, SC,   
Howard R, Garner (864) 878-4705   hrgarner@innova.net 

 
Piedmont Division 

Piedmont Division, Alpharetta, GA., Bob McIntyre  (770) 518-8932 
Georgia Association of Narrow Gaugers, Pat Turner (423) 744-0429 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/georgiangers  
GeorgiaNGers@yahoogroups.com 
North Georgia Lego Train Club, James Trobaugh (770)-844-1076 
http://www.ngltc.org     OR   questions@ngltc.org 
Chattahoochee Express Operating Group, Bob McIntyre (770) 518-8932 
North Georgia Modurail, Jon Cook (770) 993-9620 

 
Smoky Mountain Division 

Smoky Mountain Division, Knoxville, TN, Larry Brukholder (865) 408-9903 
 
Steel City Division 

Steel City Division, Birmingham, AL, Tom Schultz  (205) 823-3888 
Wrecking Crew Model RR Club, Bessemer, AL, 1004 West Lake Mall 

The Club Car — 
This is a list of clubs and organizations in the South Eastern Region.  Most have some NMRA members.  If you have a club that is 

accepting new members or visitors, please send the information to Paul V. Voelker at: paul-voelker@email.msn.com.   
Please note, you must provide a contact name and phone number!  If you have a website you can send us the URL as well! 

Atlantic Division 
Atlantic Division,  Savannah, GA.  Nate Stone (912) 354-2604 
Coastal Rail Buffs, Savannah, GA., Nate Stone, (912) 354-2606 
http://www.coastalrailbuffs.org/ 
Golden Isles Model Railroad Club, Brunswick, GA. 
Grand Strand Model Engineers, Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 

Bluff City Division 
Bluff City Division,  Memphis, TN,  Ned B. Savage, (901) 682-8716 
The Memphis N-Scale Road Railers 
The Memphis Society of Model Engineers 

 

Central Savannah River Division 
Central Savannah River Division, Augusta, GA, Terry Pitts, Jr.  (706) 636-9581 
Georgia-Carolina Model Railroaders, Augusta, GA, Roy Tritt (706) 733-6870 

 

Cumberland Division 
Cumberland Division, Brentwood, TN., Bob Hultman (615) 833-5158 
Nashville NTRAK, Nashville, TN., Ken Harrel (615) 352-4576 
http://www.nashvillentrak.org 
Nashville Garden Railway Society, Nashville, TN., Ross Evans (615) 292-6555 
Tennessee Central Railway Museum, Nashville, TN.,  
Terry Bebou, (615) 244-9001  FAX -2120 terry.bebou@mach10internet.com 
http://tcry.org 
Mid-South Live Steamers, Columbia, TN., Hank Sherwood (615) 665-0512 
http://www.midsouthlivesteamers.org      midsouthlivesteamers@yahoo.com 

 

Dixie Division 
Dixie Division, Phil Hutchinson, Montgomery, AL, (334) 272-1933 
Central Alabama Model RR. Club, Montgomery/Prattville, AL,   
Phil Hutchinson, (334) 272-1933 
Alabama Model Railroad Association, Opelika, AL 
Southeast Alabama Model Railroad Club, Dothan, AL, Chuck  
Batherson (334) 677-3413 

 

Empire Division 
Empire Division, Richard Dalrymple, Macon, GA., (478) 471-8883  FAX -8994 
Columbus Model Railroad Club, Columbus, GA., David Cotton (706) 323-1417 
Flint River Model Railroad Club, Albany, GA., Mike Frary (912) 434-1746 
Middle Georgia Model Railroad Club, Warner Robbins, GA  
http://members.cox.net/mgmrc/      Bill Attaway (478) 328-1743  mgmrc@cox.net  
Thomasville Model Railroad Club, Thomasville, GA., Ben Strickland (912) 465-3730 

 
Gulf Division 

Gulf Division, Pensacola, FL,  Ed Dice  (850) 293-3532 cell - (850) 455-1313 home  
Miracle Strip Model RR Club, Shalimar, FL  Chris Beard (850)-244-0161 
www.geocities.com/miraclestriprrclub       rafollacchio@pcola.med.navy.mil 
Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club, Milton, FL  Ed Dice  (850) 455-1313 
EdwardDice@aol.com 
Mobile Society of Model Engineers. Dave Miller, at (251) 645-2296 for information 
West Florida Model Railroad Club, Milton, FL  Keith Rapley (850) 434-6374 
West Florida Railroad Museum, Milton, FL 
Pensacola Model Railroad Club, Pensacola, FL 
Southwest Alabama Railroad Modelers (SWARM),  Mobile, AL 
Herb Kern   (251) 660-1659 
George Nelson (   )     - 

M etro T rain S t ati on   

at  M etrocenter  M al l   
Jackson, Mississippi 

This is our upcoming holiday schedule. Cost is $1 for kids and $2 for adults with all 
proceeds benefiting the Mississippi Children's Home Society. Our goal this year is 
$10,000, and we have scheduled extra open houses to help us achieve that goal.   I 
often receive requests from people who will have family in town for the holidays and 
want to know when we will be open.   
 

Thanks for helping us spread the word for Mississippi Children! 
Jackie A. Meck, Jr.  (jackie.meck@beprominent.com) 
Secretary/Treasurer, Jackson Society of Model Engineers 

 

Dates & Times: 
Saturdays Oct 18    10am-5pm 
Saturdays Nov  1,  Nov  8 & Nov 15  10am-5pm 

December Weekend Schedule Except Christmas Week: 
Every Friday  4pm-8pm 
Every Saturday 10am-5pm 
Every Sunday   1pm-5pm 

Holiday Season Officially Begins Thanksgiving Week: 
Sat. Nov 22  10am-5pm  
Sun. Nov 23   1pm-5pm 
Mon. Nov 24 10am-5pm 
Tues. Nov 25 10am-5pm 
Wed. Nov 26 10am-5pm 
Fri. Nov 28 10am-8pm  
Sat. Nov 29 10am-5pm   
Sun. Nov 30   1pm-5pm 

Christmas Week 
Dec 22 & 23  10am-5pm 
Dec 24 (Christmas Eve)   9am-1pm  
Dec 26 (Steam Day) 10am-8pm 
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H E L P ! 
Need some help with your model railroading?  Why not give us a 
call!  Get assistance with wiring, benchwork, scenery, locomotive 
repair, and even DCC!  The service is free for all NMRA members, 
so give it a try! 
 
M e m b e r  A i d  C h a i r m a n  

Charles Brown, MMR 
3 Springbrooke Trail, Dallas, GA 30157 

(770) 943-5280 
charliebrown@mindspring.com 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 
 

• 2004 SER Convention Info 

• I. Jenkins Furniture Co. plans 

• SER By-Laws 

• And much, much more!!! 

NATIONAL: 
   2004 NMRA Convention: Puget Sound eXpress 2004 
      Seattle, Washington  July 4 - 11, 2004 
       www.nmra2004.org 
 
REGIONAL: 
  2004 SER Convention: Steel Rails Back To The Steel City 
      Bessemer Civic Center, Bessemer, AL 
    May 28-30, 2004  
      
DIVISIONAL: 
 
   Land O'Sky Division - Regular Meeting 
      First Thursday of Every Month, All Souls 
      Cathedral in Biltmore, NC, 7:00 pm. Until Concluded. 
 
   Piedmont Division - Regular Meeting 
      2nd Tuesday of Every Month, Elks Lodge,  
      1775 Montreal Rd., Tucker  (Atlanta - East Side) 
   
   Smoky Mountain Division—Regular Meeting 
       1st & 3rd Sunday of every month 
       Oak Ridge Mall, Oak Ridge, TN 
       3-5 pm work or open house sessions 
       5-7 pm business meeting 3rd Sunday 
    
   Steel City Division - Regular Meeting 
      Third Thursday of Every Month,  
      Southside Branch  
      Public Library at 7:00 pm. 
      1814 11th Avenue South, Birmingham, AL 
 
  Local Shows and Events (Date Order by State): 
      - Alabama - 
           2003 Wiregrass Model Railroad Show and Sale  
               Dothan, AL,  Wiregrass Heritage Chapter,  
               National Railway Historical Society                        
               Sat. Sept. 20, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. CDT  &   
               Sun. Sept. 21,10 a.m. - 4 p.m. CDT 
               Admission: $4.00 for adults, under 12 free 
               Danny Lewis,1217 Petty Street, Dothan, AL 36301 
               (334) 792-4979  E-mail: dannylws@yahoo.com 
 

           Mobile Society of Model Engineers, Alabama Gulf 
 Chapter, NRHS - 2800 Graham Rd., S. Mobile, AL   
 Call Dave Miller (251) 645-2296 for information 
 Membership is open & we meet on the 2nd & 4th  Sat
 urdays of the month in a Southern Railroad  baggage 
 car that we share with the Alabama Gulf Chapter , 
 NRHS. The car is located behind the restored 
 GM&O depot in Mobile, AL. Meeting is at 9:00 am. 
      
      - Georgia -    
            Coastal Rail Buffs, Inc. 
 15th Annual Model Railroad & Train Show 
 January 17th & 18th, 2004 
 14045 Abercorn Ext.   Savannah Mall 
 Saturday 10am-6pm & Sunday 10am-4pm 
 Adm: $4, Seniors, Students & Military $3, 12-under free 
 Contact: Ken Huffman (912) 927-4976  
 www.costalrailbuffs.org    railbuffs@sabrelink.com 
 
      - Florida-            
      - Mississippi - 
           Jackson Society of Model Engineers 
               www.jsme.org 
               For info contact Jackie Meck at (601) 842-0909 
 

      - North Carolina - 
      - South Carolina -  
           Associated Model Railroads of Columbia 
              1800 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC 
              Jack Huffman  803-699-2518 or amroc.org  
              Every Thursday from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
              30 min. business meeting on first Thurs. of month  
              We welcome visitors and potential new members  
        

      - Tennessee -  
            Memphis Society of Model  Railroad Engineers 
               First Saturday of Every Month 
               All Saints Episcopal Church at 1508         
               South White Station Road in  
               Memphis (Except in May!) 
               7:00 pm - Swap meet, videos,  
               how-to programs.  Prototype, too!  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
This is a list of all upcoming events that have been sent to the SouthErneR.  Please submit info on your events occurring within the next year to 
the SouthErneR prior to the next deadline.  Send new information, modifications, or corrections to:  

Melvin G. Sheppers at: melmania@bellsouth.net 

PROTOTYPE RAILS 
COCOA BEACH, FL   Jan 9-11, 2004 

A PROTOTYPE MODELING MEET FEATURING 
MODULAR LAYOUTS IN O, Proto 48, Sn3, N and HO SCALES 

 

CLINICIANS: 
 

Mike Rose, John Roberts, Tony Koester, Bruce Smith, Bill Darnaby, Tom Bisset, Larry Kline, 
Keith Jordan, Tim Frederick, Andy Harman, Andy Sperandeo, Bob Hundman, Larry Sexton, 
Ken Edmier, Jon Cagle, Chuck Hitchcock, Ben Hom, Jon Addison, Earl Hackett, Jim Eu-
Daly, Jim Singer, Tony Thompson, Bill Schaumburg, Ted Culotta, Greg Martin, Mont 
Switzer, Ted York, Steve Orth, Tom Madden, Keith Williams, Augie Hiscano, Bruce Meyer, 
Dan Zugelter, Richard Hendrickson, Paul Dolkos, Bob Johnson, Mike Brock, Ned Carey, 
Stan Radarywckz, J.P. Barger, Jared Harper,  Dave Marquis, Gene Jameson 
 

DEALERS:  
 

Westerfield, Bob's Photos, Southern Car & Foundry, Reboxx, Johns Hobbies       
Jan 9, 2 PM-Midnight Jan 10, 9 AM-Midnight 

 

HILTON HOTEL, COCOA BEACH, FL  
321-799-0003 or 1-800-Hiltons, ROOM RATE $87.  

Pre-Registration $25  -  Registration at door $30 
Send to: Warren Dryden, payable to Prototype Rails 

65 Dorset Lane, Satellite Beach, FL 32937.  
 

Layouts: Tom Wilson's P&WV, Dan Zugelter's C&O [ 1938 ], Ken Farnham's FEC [ 1970s ], 
Lou Ullian's On3 Logging [ 1930s ] and Mike Brock's UP [ 1954 ]. 

 

A special dinner on Saturday, Jan 10, for Prototype Rails attendees only will be 
available for $16/person. Tickets are required and must be purchased no later 
than Saturday morning. Tickets may be purchased and reserved in advance and 
included with the cost of registration. Registration plus dinner is $41/person. 
 

FOR INFORMATION: Contact Mike Brock at: 
b r o c k m @ b r ev a r d . n e t 
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Sam Swanson got Third Place in 
Structures On-Line at the Maple 
Leaf 2003 National Convention in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada with 
this beautifully rendered Howe 
Truss Bridge.  This model picked 
up 114 points in the contest. 
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The SouthErneR 
Southeastern Region 

National Model Railroad Assoc. 
8621 Autumn Oak Lane 

Harrison, TN 37341-6946 

POSTMASTER: 
TIME-DATED MATERIAL 
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STANDARD 
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PAID 

Sharon, PA 
PERMIT No. 22 

Elk River Station Display 

Sam Swanson gets First Place in Displays On-Line at the Maple Leaf 2003 
NMRA National Convention with 120 points! 
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PA S S E N G E R  E Q U I P M E N T 
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FAVORITE TRAIN  &  CABOOSE MODELS 
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R M C  A W A R D 
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S T R U C T U R E S   
&  

D I S P L A Y S 
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ON-LINE STRUCTURES 
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JAMES WHATLEY’S BEAUTIFUL COVERED BRIDGE 


