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our region, it also presents a problem
for us. Both guys were active in
managing activities and positions at
the region level. Rick has generously
agreed to continue producing the monthly E-Blast
newsletter. However, Mike, who is currently the
SER Secretary, will be resigning from that position
in July. We need to find a replacement asap. Our
thanks to both Rick and Mike for their service to the
Region and best of luck for their future with their
national positions.

The President’s Car
Larry Burkholder
We are getting closer to “normal.”
I hope you have been vaccinated
and are feeling more comfortable
about being around people again.
With warm weather here outdoor
group activities can be held
and, with appropriate precautions, indoor events are
possible. Having said that none of this overcomes the
problems of our spread-out membership.
Therefore, lets not abandon the video conferencing
capabilities we have. To support that, we have recently
appointed Eric Hansmann to be the SER Video
Communications Chairman. He will work with the
divisions to train, organize, and plan video activities.
Let Eric know who in your division has been assigned
to organize virtual meetings and, if you want to hold a
virtual meeting, but are not sure how to do everything
you want to do, contact Eric eric@hansmanns.org.
In the recent NMRA national election, our own Rick
Cobel was elected Vice President and Mike Cummings
Secretary. While this attests to the talent we have in

I hope you have been enjoying the virtual webinars
that our Education department have been presenting.
Thanks to Owen Maddux, our past Education
Chairman, for developing the program and our new
Education Chairman, Chuck Higdon, for continuing to
organize and present them. They have been very well
done and interesting. If you have an idea for a webinar
let Charles know vze5crrw1@verizon.net.
According to the event managers, the Swamp Rabbit
Express Convention in Greenville, SC, is moving
forward well. It is scheduled for September 9 – 12.
Look for more information on their website www.
swamprabbitexpress.org. If you have not registered
yet, do so. They have a great program planned and
outside tours will fill up fast. SER

2021 Board of Directors Election
Positions on the 2021 ballot are President, Treasurer,
and 2 Directors. To vote, you must be a member in good
standing as listed on the July 2021 NMRA roster and have
a membership type that allows voting. Life, Regular, Associate, Sustaining, and Student members may vote. Family
members and Rail Pass members may not.

NMRA Campaigning Policy
It is the policy of the NMRA that NMRA-owned or
NMRA-controlled social media shall not be used for campaigning by any NMRA candidate or other person. Social
media can be used for programming announcements and

2

The SouthErneR - Summer 2021

house-organ news and information on provided by official
National, Region, and Division sources. Social media may
also be used to direct readers to candidate-neutral and policy-neutral sources of information on other media.
NMRA assets, including private member information on
such as mail or email addresses or other contact information, cannot be used for campaigning. No candidate-specific information on may be distributed using NMRA
resources. A mailing or emailing containing information
on all candidates or directing readers to a source of
information on all candidates or issues, may be distributed using NMRA resources.
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2021 BOD Candidates for Election
President
Roy Masterson
Like most model railroaders I caught
the bug early. My older cousin had a
Lionel Santa Fe layout his family set
up at Christmas and at age 6 it was
love at first sight when I saw that
Santa Fe passenger train! The next
year Santa brought me an American
Flyer train set and I have followed
the hobby since then. I still remember the first Model Railroader magazine my cousin gave me. I have enjoyed many
years of real and model trains since and sharing the hobby
with fellow modelers.
I currently serve as Director on the Board of the Southeastern Region and as Superintendent of the Cherokee
Division. In 2019 I represented the SER on the NMRA’s
2025 Strategic Planning Committee along with members
of all national and international Regions of the NMRA. In
2018 I was awarded the President’s Award for the progress
the Cherokee Division has achieved in promoting our hobby in the Southeastern Region. In 2020 I received the Dave
Muller Award for Individual Achievements and Volunteerism and have earned two NMRA Achievement Awards:
Association Official and Association Volunteer. Serving as
the Convention Chairman for the 2019 SER Convention
held in Chattanooga, Tennessee was probably my biggest
challenge so far.
In September of 2016 I was asked if I would take over as
Superintendent of the Southern District of the Headquarters Division. Our District had been inactive for many
years and with the help of our newly elected Board we
have become an active organization again. In 2018 we
renamed our division to the Cherokee Division and hosted
the 2019 SER Annual Convention. Along the way we also
held several Boy Scout Railroad Merit Badge Programs.
In late 2020 the Cherokee Division incorporated as a
non-profit and have applied for 501(c)(3) status.
My model railroading Interests include being a member of
the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG), Chattanooga Modular Modelers, Inc., Tennessee Valley Model
Railroad, Inc., and the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum. My own HO scale Southern Railway – Cherokee Division is a double-deck layout designed for operations. My
230’ mainline layout is set in the late 1970’s and trains run
from Harriman, TN to Decatur, AL with enough switching opportunities to keep crews busy during an operating
session.
I especially enjoy the operations aspect of model railroading and have been fortunate to operate on a lot of outstanding layouts in and around the SER. The best thing
about being in the NMRA is all the friendships we make
as we all enjoy the best hobby there is and getting to see
examples of outstanding modeling our members have
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created. My wife, Kay, and I live in Chattanooga and have
two grown daughters and one grandson (who has been
running trains on my layout since he was 5 years old). If
elected President of the SER it will be an honor to work
with the many outstanding modelers in our Region as we
share our love of trains and help promote future leaders in
our great hobby.

Treasurer
Mark McAllister
My name is Mark McAllister. I have
had the pleasure of serving the SER
for the past two years as your CFO/
Treasurer. In this time, we’ve worked
through a pandemic, the loss of a convention and many changes to how we
work personally and within the SER. As a BOD member,
committed resources to help divisions maintain programs
and form new ones to reach out to new members. Most recently, we’ve purchased Zoom licenses that may be used by
divisions to host meetings and training events upon request.
The SER and the NMRA will face many challenges and
changes as we move forward and work to establish new
normals and service. I believe the SouthEasteRn region
should lead the way. I would like part of that leadership as
an incumbent.
I am seeking to serve a second term as your CFO/Treasurer to continue to streamline services and grow the SER.
Thank you for your vote and support.

Director-At-Large
Brian Ford
My appreciation of railroads came
from my grandfather, who was a
brakeman for the Grand Trunk Western Railroad near Port Huron, MI. My
first trainset was a bicentennial one
for Christmas that I promptly setup
on the ping pong table. Then I started
reading model railroading magazines and found John
Armstrong’s design book, which opened my eyes to what is
possible.
After moving to Kansas City, I joined NMRA in 2001 to find
other model railroaders and to learn more. A regular operating group invited me to join and I also began participating
in regional and national NMRA conventions. After moving
to Chattanooga in 2010, I reached out through NMRA to
find other model railroaders. I really enjoy layout design,
prototype research, and operations, and am a regular operator for several layouts in Tennessee and Atlanta.
I am also a member of Chattanooga Modular Modelers,
Tennessee Valley Model Railroaders Inc (new layout under
construction at the TVRM), and NMRA-OpSIG (of course!).
For the last several years I have served as director for the
Cherokee (former HQ) Division of SER and have presented
part of the Boy Scout RR merit badge. I also served on the

2019 SER Convention Committee and planned/executed
several activities for that very successful convention.

Director-At-Large
John Stevens

I have enjoyed helping model railroad friends design extensions of their railroads. In my spare time I am building
an HO representation of mid-1990’s BN in the Springfield
MO area on the old Frisco, called the BN Monett Sub. My
railroad is funded by full-time employment at TVA, where
I oversee fire protection upgrades and testing for our fleet
of coal/gas/hydro powerplants.

My name is John Stevens and I am
running for the position of Director of
the SER.

Even now I still go out of my way for a little railfanning,
which has been further enabled by access to TVA’s coal
unit trains, switcher locomotives, and other rail deliveries
(such as ammonia, pebble lime, and transformers). Family
includes my musical wife of 32 years (Ronda) and our
American Eskimo pup (Lily).
In this hobby I have enjoyed the comradery of the model
railroad community, the creative variety of layout builders,
and the challenge of moving model railroad traffic as the
layout owner intended. As an engineer, I am always drawn
to figuring out how something works and how can it be improved, whether it’s a widget or a process. I want to serve
the SER and ask for your vote as Director.

Director-At-Large
Kenneth Majchrzak
Hello to the SER membership. My
name is Kenneth Majchrzak. I am
running for a 2021 Director’s position
on the SER Board of Directors. I must
be the “newbie” in this election as I
have only been an NMRA member
since 2010. However I immediately
volunteered to be the Assistant Superintendent of the
Palmetto Division. Six years ago I became the Superintendent. It has been a steep learning curve for me but I have
enjoyed every minute of it.
I have been a model railroader since I was in high school
and was a member of several model railroad clubs when I
lived in the State of New York. When we moved to South
Carolina in 1999 the house we bought did not have a basement and no room large enough to rebuild my HO layout.
So I packed it away and started into G scale railroading. I
am currently building an outdoor operations based battery
powered layout - another whole set of new skills required.
I hope help bring all the Divisions in the SER closer
together in communications and shared activities. Any
Division that has a small victory for its membership when
is shared and integrated throughout the SER is a giant
victory for the SER membership as a whole. Getting to
know and serve as many SER members as possible is one
of my main goals here.

 I joined the NMRA after visiting
the NMRA/SER/Piedmont
Division table at a Train Show being held in northeast
Atlanta in 1997.
 In the early 2000’s, I became the Piedmont Division/
Region Good & Welfare Chairman replacing John
Blanchard. John had mentioned that the majority of
his letters were for bad or sad things that had happened to members. I came up with the idea of Milestone Birthday Letters starting when the members
reached age 65, which seemed very far away when I
started them.
 In 2004, I was awarded the Dave Muller Award as the
SER’s top volunteer in a single division who has done
outstanding “beyond-the-call-of-duty” work to make his
or her local Division effective.
 Between 2004 and 2008 I served two terms as Southeastern Region Secretary under President Bob Beaty.
 In 2008, the National Board of Directors held their
Semi-Annual Board of Directors Meeting in Atlanta.
At the time, I was the National Scout Coordinator and
since I had never met my boss (I was part of the Education Department) I decided to attend the meeting. By
dinnertime, I had been appointed Assistant Secretary.
 In 2012, I became the National Secretary which is a
position that I held until 2018.
 In 2018, I became the National Vice President of Administration.
 In February 2020, I decided that I was not going to run
for another term at the National level as I desired to
become a POM (Plain Old Member) again.
 Well, that didn’t last long. The SER Nominating Committee approached me about running for the position of
Director, which I have agreed to do.
I think that my knowledge of the operation of the NMRA
along with the personal contacts that I have developed over
the years will be beneficial to the members of the SER. I
look forward to the opportunity of serving you again. SER

I humbly request your support in voting for me in the upcoming election to become one of the SER BOD’s.
Thank you.

www.ser-nmra.org
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Asheville North Carolina on the upper level.

SER Convention 2021
Layout Preview
Central Railway Museum’s HO Layout
Article and photos by Sandy Eustis
The town of Central, South Carolina, was given its name
because it lies exactly halfway between Atlanta and
Charlotte on the original railway line connecting the two
cities. Truly a railroad town, Central once housed engine
servicing facilities and a railroad hotel/restaurant where
passengers en route in either direction could disembark
at noon for luncheon, while their locomotives were refueled and serviced for the afternoon portion of the full day
trip between those cities.

A 5 track upper level staging yard nests inside the helix.
A full run from lower staging through 3 fairly large yards
(Atlanta/Peachtree, Seneca, and Asheville/Biltmore),
including the run up the helix to upper staging, contains
just over 200’ of main line trackage. In addition, there are
2 major branch lines. The signature industry is large paper
mill complex and there’s a separate upper level HOn3 narrow gauge logging line too.

Today, the busy Norfolk Southern main line runs
through the center of town, but without stopping. About
20 scheduled freight trains and Amtrak’s Southern Crescent pass through Central every day.
The Central Railway Museum is located in the original
station master’s home a short block from the tracks. The
museum contains several layouts (Lionel, American Flyer, and G scale “up by the ceiling”), but the centerpiece is
a nearly complete HO model railroad that occupies about
2/3 of the total floor space. It’s a double decker, plus an
8 track hidden staging yard at a third (lowest) level. The
lower level represents the Southern Railway between
Atlanta and Greenville -- Georgia and South Carolina -while a fictitious second railroad (The Central Railroad)
runs up a four-turn helix that connects the lower level to
The layout is set in the
fall of 1958; upper level
(North Carolina) scenery
features peak season
fall colors, while lower
level (South Carolina
and Georgia) scenery
features early fall colors.
Overall, the layout is
100% complete regarding trackage and about
90% complete regarding
structures and scenery.
There are about 50 locomotives and 400 revenue
cars, all appropriate
for the steam to diesel
transition era. Five
independent continuous
running loops are built
into the track plan for
weekly display running
every Saturday, when
the museum is open to
the public. Members are
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allowed to run trains at will on other days, and even to
pick up or set out cars whenever they choose.
During monthly operating sessions, a unique “scenario

card” system is used to keep up to 12 operators very busy
without having to find specific cars in yards or on staging
tracks. Our scenario card system also eliminates virtually
all re-staging between operating sessions, no matter where
or how many times a car or string of cars has been moved
someplace new between sessions.
There are scenario cards for more than
40 different trains, including passenger
runs, reefer and coal “unit” trains, mixed
through freights, local and branch line
freight and passenger service out of each
yard, and a couple of tricky industrial
switching jobs. There are even scenario
cards for 3 historically accurate Southern
Railway passenger trains (the Crescent,
the Peach Queen, and the Southerner),
all with fully detailed car interiors and
consists typical of 1958.
The Central Railway Museum will be
open for layout tours and for a formal operating session during the Swamp Rabbit
Express regional convention in Greenville, September 9-12. SER

www.facebook.com/ser.nmra
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Education Department
Chuck Higdon
Cherokee Division

I hope this issue of The SouthErneR finds your family and
you well and virus free. As I
read over the last issue’s article,
I noticed my email address was
missing a number. I hope that is
why no one has offered anything
to present in the
future. Yes, I was also told there was an error after we went to print. Sorry about that.
Please reach out at vze5crrw1@outlook.com
with any suggestions for future webinars.
These presentations can help you become an
MMR if you present one, either towards the
Author Achievement or Associate Volunteer
Achievement. They take some planning, but
just like a written article. If you first outline
it out, then fill in the sections. It will be
complied and ready to present in no time.

breeze with each other. We also share
photo of what we have been working
on. Besides what we learn from the
clinics.

As has been mentioned, I moved my
layout. I am happy to report the wall that supports half
of the layout is now painted and holding some of the modules. Many of the self-standing ones are also up.
NOTE; Zoom account number and password will be
announced by an E-blast from Rick Coble a week
ahead of the date.

Have you been able to view one of the
presented sessions? If not, please tell me
why not. What can be done to include you in
with our viewers? Any feedback will remain
between you and me. I am looking for ways
to get more viewers. I have enjoyed watching and learning from each one. By seeing
them twice, I get to look again at something
I may have missed first time around.
I have no agenda for this position. As I was
asked to fill in with Owen’s move to the
MER from here in the SER. So, if there is some topic you
think we could expand on, please let me know.
There are no more webinars scheduled now. I am working
with a presenter for one in September. When I have the
details, an email blast will announce them. It will be about
how to use a JMRI feature to make the string chart for
your railroad’s schedule. Handy to use if you are working
on your “Chief Dispatcher’s” achievement.
The SER has purchased two commercial Zoom accounts,
one for meetings and one for education. If any club or
district wants to schedule a webinar then contact me and
I will set it up at no cost. I can be reached at 732-278-1646
or at vze5crrw1@outlook.com. While not the same as in
person meetings, they give the quick response as talking
face to face. For Divisions that seem too big area wise
for all to meet in person this may help get the members
together. I Zoom 3 nights a week. Monday with the ETE
(European Train Enthusiasts), one of the Ops groups I belong to in Pennsylvania, and then with a round robin work
group. Attendee numbers are around 110-130, then 7 – 10
and 3 – 6. So large or small group sizes make no difference.
But those that participate, enjoy being able to shoot the
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I hope you can sign on to all the webinars and learn more
about model railroading.
I want to give thanks in advance to all our presenters who
will sharing their time and expertise for their contributions to our hobby. SER

DEADLINES
August 15 - Fall
November 15 - Winter
February 15 - Spring
May 15 - Summer
Issues are mailed approximately 5
weeks following these deadlines

www.ser-nmra.org
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Covoid Scales

Article and photos by

Jerry Michnewicz

During these crazy times of virus, mask wearing and not
much to do I came up with a project that might interest
some in the World’s Greatest Hobbytm. I call it my Covid
Scales.
A good train buddy of mine inspired
the idea when he tried to conveniently
re-rail a box car in an area that did not
provide a lot of light and was somewhat
difficult to get to. Basically, I use it
for putting rolling stock or an engine
back on the rails after maintenance.
Especially difficult are engines, diesel
or steam, with a lot of wheels. Aligning
the wheels with the rails sometimes
becomes a challenge and can cause a
conductor or engineer to use words that
only a sailor has been known to use.
So, I came up with this idea and put it
in my North Yard area of the M&NYC
with easy access to see and handle the
piece of equipment that I was putting
back on the rails.

yard environment. It was necessary, of course, to cut out
a section of rail from the run around track to install “the
scale” but using a Dremel and cutting wheel made the
project easy. I used beach sand instead of ballast so the
area around the scale presented a different appearance
and a more eye-catching detail. The entire project was
completed in one afternoon. It came out well and I find this
addition a very useful tool (photo 3) and a nice detail to the
M&NYC’s North Yard. SER

1

I started the installation with a string of LEDs (photo 1)
secured to a length of bass wood (styrene/plastic works
well) with several legs or support arms to make it look like
a barrier type of fence and wired in a simple on/off toggle
switch. The LEDs already came with resistors installed on
the strip so making the hook up to a power source (6 / 12v)
was easy.
Next, I
used an
Atlas
re-railer
and a
Kadee
uncoupling
magnet
to simulate the
scale. I
2 cut out
the exact
area from the center of the re-railer so as to fit the magnet
in and glued it in place with E6000 from Hobby Lobby and
adjusted the height to the rails so it could be used as a test
stand for gauging coupler-pin height as well as an uncoupler. I also removed the plastic that ramps up to the rails
and left the leading and trailing wheel guides in place.
Weathering and dressing up the area (photo 2) to make
it blend was not much of a challenge. I googled pictures
of railroad scales and discovered some neat photos and
learned that scales were/are very much a part of a railroad
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Southern Railway
Cherokee Division
Text and photos by Roy Masterson
Our SouthErneR editor has been pleading for photos of
SER member’s layouts for months. Well, let me help with
these photos.
While not prototypical, this shows how both levels of the
HO scale double-deck layout share a scenic divide between
two of the three rooms in my basement.

1

4
1 A pair of new SD40-2s lead a coal train
through Tiftonia, TN
2 Switch crew hard at work sorting cars in
Citico Yard in Chattanooga, TN
3 Busy industrial area in Huntsville, AL
4 Local leaving Bridgeport, Al and crossing over
the Tennessee River towards Chattanooga

2
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3

6

5 F-Units roar through Paint Rock, Al with a
mixed freight heading to Huntsville
6 E-unit pulling The Tennesseean blasting
past railfans outpost in rural Alabama on
the way to Huntsville
7 A trio of Alco’ws lead a grain train past
Wilson Oil in Scottsboro, Al

7
www.ser-nmra.org
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Southeastern Region Division News
Division 7 - Palmetto
Ken Majchzak ~ kemajchrzak@gmail.com
As you would expect, the main focus
of the Palmetto Division right now is
the upcoming SER Convention here in Greenville, SC this
September. Please go to our convention web page - www.
swamprabbitexpress.org - for full convention details and
information on how to register for the convention.
Advertising for commercial and individuals is available in
the Swamp Rabbit Express Convention Timetable. Information on rates and sizes are available on the convention
web site.

ed to restart face to face Division meetings this December.
Work on the first meeting will start in earnest after the
SER Convention is completed.
The Central Railway Museum’s Model Train Expo 2021
was successfully held on May 14th and 15th. While attendance was down slightly due to Covid-19 concerns, all
the vendor tables were filled and all who attended had
a good time. The Palmetto Division HO T-Trak modular layout was in attendance and operating for all the
youngsters to enjoy.
The Central Railway Museum reopened to the public
on May 29, after being closed due to
COVID-19 concerns for over a year. In
addition to the large HO layout described
elsewhere in this issue, the CRM includes
both an American Flyer layout (left photo) and a Lionel layout (photo below).
These include substantial collections
of Christmas train sets from the 1930’s
to the 1960s, plus many operating accessories. The CRM’s regular programs include operating sessions once a month
(visitors welcome), a modeling skills
workshop series, home layout tours via
Zoom, and a guest speaker series.
You can get more information about one
of the southeast’s best model railroading
museums at www.crmha.org. SER

Additionally, the Palmetto Division is
holding virtual meetings entitled “What’s
on your Workbench.” In these meetings
division members can show and describe model railroad projects they have
been working on during the pandemic.
We have held three very successful meetings so far and are planning to continue
this, having a meeting every several
weeks. The Palmetto BOD has also decid-
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Division 15 - Carolina Mountain
Bill Raymond - trainman@morrisbb.net
Like everywhere else,
the level of activity
within the division
remains greatly reduced
due the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic but we are seeing
positive signs of things returning to “normal,” especially
as more and more people are receiving their vaccination
shots. Our last two quarterly division meetings (January
and April) have been held as Zoom calls.
Our January meeting was held on the 16th and was also
our annual business/elections meeting. The positions open
for election were the Division Clerk and the Assistant
Division Superintendent. Rich Shook and Rob Bell were
both reelected to their positions, respectively. We also
needed a volunteer to serve the remaining one-year term
as Division Paymaster. Fred Coleman graciously agreed
to fill the term but unfortunately Fred passed away only a
couple of weeks later. Frank Pearsall then agreed to serve
as paymaster for the remaining term.
As many of you know, Fred faithfully served the division
and region for many years in various capacities and was
the organizer of the Asheville Train Show held every year
in late February/early March. This year’s show was held
on February 26/27 and a very nice memorial was given to
Fred at the start of the show. Fred’s passing is a big loss to
the division, region and national organizations.

Achievement Program
New Awards in Our Southeastern Region This Quarter

Carolina Mountain Division
Robert Wright
Golden Spike Award

Division AP Chairmen for Divisions which have them

Our April meeting was held on the 17th, again via a Zoom
call. Among the highlights of the meeting were that two
individuals earned Achievement Program Certificates; Ken
O’Brien received his Authors certificate and Bill Raymond,
MMR received his Association Official certificate, in
addition, Rob Wright completed the requirements for his
Golden Spike Award.
It was noted that Model and Prototype events were
starting to reappear with the 611 Excursion Ride in early
May, the Easley Train Show in mid-May, the upcoming
2021 National Narrow Gauge Convention in Hickory in
early September and of course the 2021 SER Convention,
Swamp Rabbit Express, on September 9th to the 12th in
Greenville, SC.
Locally in the division, a few people have recently resumed
operating sessions with more looking to restart them soon.
The Apple Valley Club has reopened to the public on its
previous Wednesday and Saturday schedule. Masks and
social distancing are still encouraged at any public gathering.
The next Division Meeting will be held on July 17th. We
hope to be able to have a regular “in person” meeting
assuming we can find a suitable venue. If not, we will
conduct it via Zoom for hopefully the last time. Remember
to check out our Facebook group page at www.facebook.
com/groups/CarolinaMountainDiv. SER

Cumberland (11)
George Gilbert, MMR; grgilbert@comcast.net; 615-352-1254
Gulf (4)
Peter Banks MMR; pbnyc@bellsouth.net; 850-890-0987
Magnolia (14)
Troy Hight; trhg6@aol.com; 601-416-7617
Mid South (1)
Sandy William Warrington; wearrington@msm.com; 256-617-8098
Palmetto (7)
Howard Garner MMR; cascaderail@bellsouth.net; 864-878-4705
Piedmont (5)
Charles Mason MMR; candjmason@att.net; 770-993-1589

Bluﬀ City (10)
Greg Scharfetter; gasharfetter@bellsouth.net; 901-219-4219

Plateau (16)
Richard Morris; rmorris52@twlakes.net; 931-864-3909

Carolina Mountain (15)
Ben Bartlett, MMR; b3j2c@yahoo.com; 818-883-2799

Smokey Mountain (12)
Larry Burkholder, labtexan@chartertn.net; 865-408-9903

Cherokee (13)
Dale Bryant; livewire@fbright.com; 423-991-5243

Steel City (2)
Tom Schultz; svrr@charter.net; 205-879-3603

www.ser-nmra.org
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Division 11 - Cumberland
Eric Hansmann ~ eric@hansmanns.org
Cumberland Division
members have continued monthly virtual meetings via the
Zoom platform. We have enjoyed presentations covering
prototype and modeling topics. Allen Tuten, President of
the Central of Georgia Railway Historical Society, was a
special guest. He presented an insightful history of the
Central of Georgia Railway.
The Tennessee Central Railway Museum suffered dam-

ages in a storm that blew through Nashville. The SER
made a donation to assist with the recovery efforts. Terry
Bebout, TCRY Museum President, was most appreciative
of the Region donation.
Modelers continue to keep busy here in the Cumberland
Division. Some small groups have been meeting again to
push layout projects forward. Here are a few photos from
our members.
Photos #1 a #2 are from Dan Cole’s layout. Dan models the Pacific Railroad.
See another photo on the back cover
and additonal information about this
model railroad. SER

1

Trainmaster, Bob Moody, observes the action on the far side of an aisle.
Nashville Union Station is seen in the background.
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2

Activities have resumed for the
work gang on Bob Moody’s HO scale
NC&StL layout. Here’s a view of meet
at Cowan in the L&N years.

Tom Schmidt and J. D. Brooks pilot a southbound passenger train through
Cowan and the Tracy City branch connection on Bob Moody’s NC&StL layout.

www.facebook.com/ser.nmra
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Division 12 - Smoky Mountain
Allen Keller ~ allenkeller@charter.net
The Smoky Mountain Division had
several open houses in the first half of
the year. In April, a number of members
visited Carl Storms’ Missouri Pacific
Railroad and Allen Keller’s Bluff City Southern.

Here are a few of the masked modelers at Carl Storms’
house.

Keith has been reworking his layout and the room by
knocking down walls, putting in flooring and lighting. He
has plans to double deck the layout when he retires.

Dave’s layout is around 4,000 square feet and is always
changing. Here the masked Dave shows Newport to division secretary Ken Johnson. Newport is one of the newer
areas on the railroad.
On the next page, the top photo is an example of Dave’s expansion, the new Apache Railway section. Allen Keller built
the two buildings here, The Apache paper mill and the blue
Apache power plant. Dave plans to use these buildings and
more to hide the track above which leads to Summit.
Meanwhile, Allan Gartner, division member and contributing editor at Model Railroader magazine built this drug
company (photo right) as a shout out to the pharmaceutical
companies who made the new Corona Virus vaccines. SER

One of our newer members is photographing the Friars
Point scene on Allen Keller’s railroad.
Then again in May the division hosted two more open
houses. Keith Marson’s Lake States Division of the Soo
Line and Dave Houseman’s Chicago, Denver & Pacific.
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President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

AP Program:

OFFICERS

Larry Burkholder, 865-408-9903; labtexan@chartertn.net
206 Coyatee View,Loudon TN 37774-2172
Bill Raymond; 828-513-5051; trainman@morrisbb.net
3001 Hickory Nut Trl, Hendersonville NC 28739-7804
Mike Cummings, 878-999-4809; ELrailroad1970@gmail.com
1325 Squirrel Run, Alpharetta, GA 30004-6727
Mark McAllister, 423-653-7487; mlmcallister@gmail.com
3518 Connelly Ln, Chattanooga, TN 37412-1608

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Randall Watson, 770-831-5736; randallvwatson1@bellsouth.net
730 Morning Creek Ln, Suwanee GA 30024-7052
Ben Bartlett, MMR 828-883-2799; b3j2c@yahoo.com
Contests:
PO Box 2437, Brevard NC 28712-2437
Conventions:
VACANT
Chuck Higdon, 732-278-1646; vze5crrw1@outlook.com
Education:
189 Foxtrot LN, Jasper TN 37347-1729
Editor:
Ed Juaire, 423-598-9925; SouthErneR@ejpj.com
782 Jays Way, Ringgold GA 30736-8954
Education Asst.: James A Black, 850-914-0002; black@novatechnologies.com
429 S. Tyndall Pky, Ste S, Panama City FL 32404-0002
Rick Coble, 770-279-2527; rvcoble@yahoo.com
E-Newsletter:
3278 Spring Wind Ct, Lawrenceville GA 30044-4838
Good & Welfare: David R Anderson, 828-277-9092; dranderson1980@att.net
69 Ballantree Dr, Asheville NC 28803-2065
Historian:
Joe Nichols, Sr. MMR 770-396-6447; deltarr@mindspring.com
4554 Chadwell Ln, Atlanta GA 30338-5604
Honors/Awards: Larry Smith, MMR 205-988-5365; wooddale@bellsouth.net
1774 Wooddale Cir, Pelham AL 35124-1019
Legal Counsel: Daniel R. Mason, 770-337-5139; Daniel@Masonlawfirmga.com
160 S Church St, Canton GA 30114
Rick Coble, 770-279-2527; rvcoblenmra@gmail.com
Membership:
3278 Spring Wind Ct, Lawrenceville GA 30044-4838
Mini-Meets:
Alan Mole, 770-315-7244; alanmole@bellsouth.net
PO Box 2173, Suwanee GA 30024-0977
Registrar:
Steve Prevette, 803-594-5079; prevettejs@gmail.com
356 Ashley Ct, Graniteville SC 29829-3940
Rod Preston, 865-691-0260; rbpreston1@gmail.com
Webmaster:
1700 Gray Oaks Ln, Knoxville TN 37932-1600
Webmaster Asst.: Steve Prevette, 803-594-5079; prevettejs@gmail.com
356 Ashley Ct, Graniteville SC 29829-3940
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Exec. Advisor:
Director (2021):
Director (2021):
Director (2022):
Director (2022):

1 Mid-South

DIRECTORS

Alan Mole, 770-315-7244; alanmole@bellsouth.net
4125 Alister Park Dr, Cumming GA 30040
Roy Masterson, 423-227-0334; rwmasterson@epbfi.com
3502 Glendon Dr, Chattanooga TN 37411-4414
Paul V. Voelker, 770-530-0966; voelkerpv@msn.com
6438 Paradise Point Rd, Flowery Branch GA 30542-3143
Ken Mattern, 256-694-5459; kjmatt@hotmail.com
9729 Wallwood Dr SE, Huntsville AL 35803-1763
Randall Watson, 770-831-5736; randallvwatson1@bellsouth.net
730 Morning Creek Ln, Suwanee GA 30024-7052

DIVISIONS

Jim Norris; 256-584-6527; jnorris2@charter.net
2308 Jade Pointe Dr SE, Decatur AL 35603-5230
2 Steel City
Whit Fancher; 205-746-0007; crownlandscapeservices@gmail.com
100 Bridge Dr, Vestavia AL 35242-2826
3 Dixie
Brett Scott; 334-799-3096; davidbrettscott@gmail.com
803 Durden Rd, Prattville AL 36067-1534
4 Gulf
Reed Ostrander; 850-830-6331; drostrander@bellsouth.net
7622 N Shores Dr, Navarre FL 32566-8411
5 Piedmont
Perry Lamb; 770-218-9744; perry_lamb@mindspring.com
4034 Palisades Main NW, Kennesaw GA 30144-7343
6 Empire
William Attaway; 478-954-9200; attawayw@mac.com
118 Lenox Dr, Bonair GA 31005-3604
7 Palmetto
Ken Majchrzak; 864-335-9096; kemajchrzak@gmail.com
520 Wagon Trl, Simpsonville SC 29681-3916
8 Atlantic
David Toll; 845-489-5795; toll.david.c@gmail.com
6001 S Kings Hwy, Myrtle Beach SC 29575-4965
9 Central
Andy Chandler; 706-495-5302; andychandler71@gmail.com
Savannah River 3538 Evans To Locks Rd, Augusta GA 30907-3366
10 Bluff City
Steven Flowers; 615-308-4481; stevestrains@aol.com
1604 Lindsey Ln, Southhaven MS 38672-8530
11 Cumberland
Eric Hansmann; 304-376-0256; eric@hansmanns.org
3011 Regency Park Dr, Murfreesboro, TN 37129-5203
12 Smoky Mtn
Allen Keller; 423-586-8057; allenkeller@charter.net
7410 Lebanon Church Rd, Talbott TN 37877-8940
13 Cherokee
Mark McAllister, 423-653-7487; mlmcallister@gmail.com
3518 Connelly Ln, Chattanooga, TN 37412-1608
14 Magnolia
Pat McCarthy; 601-955-0510; maccars@gmx.com
3815 Rebecca Ct, Jackson MS 39216-3719
15 Carolina Mtn Bill Raymond; 828-513-5051; trainman@morrisbb.net
3001 Hickory Nut Trl, Hendersonville NC 28739-7804
16 Plateau
Tom Shallcross; 931-484-7565; chipmonk4@comcast.net
18 Briar CT, Crossville TN 38558-8810

THE CLUB CAR

This is a list of clubs and organizations in the Southeastern Region. If your club that is accepting
new members or visitors, kindly send the information to the Editor at: SouthErneR@ejpj.com.
Please provide a contact name and phone number. Websites will be listed if given.

Atlantic Division 8
Coastal Rail Buﬀs, Savannah, GA, Nate Stone, 912-354-2606
www.coastalrailbuﬀs.org
Charleston Area Model Railroad Club, Citadel Mall in Charleston, SC
Tom Kabele, tkabele@sc.rr.com; www.camrc.club
Grand Strand MRRC, Myrtle Beach Mall, North Myrtle Beach, SC
Joe Corsetti, 843-236-9148, yrusoslo728@aol.com; www.gsmrrc.org
Golden Isles Model Railroad Club, Brunswick, GA
Helio Valdes, 912-261-2478; t29b52f4@comcast.net
groups.yahoo.com/group/GIMRRC
Sun City Model RR Club, Bluﬀton, SC
President paul.henry.sc@gmail.com

Carolina Mountain Division 15
Apple Valley Model Railroad Club, Hendersonville, NC
Located in Hendersonville Station; www.avmrc.net
French Broad e’N’pire NTRAK Club, Henderson, NC
Chuck Place, 828-685-2726; hmp3@blueridge.net; www.fdr-ntrak.com
Western North Carolina Model Railroaders, Fred Coleman, 828-699-0983

Bluﬀ City Division 10
The Memphis N-Scale Road Railers
The Memphis Society of Model Engineers - The 1st Saturday Night Group
Highland St Church of Christ, 7:30 PM
contact Ned for additionall info; nssavage@juno.com

Mid-South Division 1
Northeast Alabama Model Railroad Club, Guntersville, AL
Charles Dick, 205-878-2537; charlesdick@bellsouth.net
Redstone Model Railroad Club, Huntsville, AL; www.rmrrc.net
Coosa Valley Model RR Assoc. www.coosavalleymodelrailroad.com

Central Savannah R Divison 9
OFRRA Operators, Tuesday nights, Aiken SC, Steve Prevette, 803-594-5079

Palmetto Divison 7
Associated Model Railroads of Columbia (AMROC), Columbia, SC
Clark Gregory, 803-781-7912; www.amroc.org
Carolina Railroad Heritage Association, Inc.;
www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum
Central Railway Model and Historical Association (CRM&HA), Central, SC
Sandy Eistus, 513-325-8850; www.crmha.org
Piedmont N' Southern, Greenville, SC
Michael Oﬃk, 864-884-2165; www.piedmontnsouthern.org
The Carolina Conspiracy (On30 modular) Andrew Gillette, 803-316-8128
amn_a_gillette@yahoo.com; groups.yahoo.com/group/carolina_on30conspiracy
Station 187 Model Railroad Club, Greer, SC; www.station187.net

Cumberland Division 11
Dixie Model Railroad Club, 2101 Belmont Blvd, Nashville, TN 37212
Eric Hansmann, 304-376-0256; eric@hansmanns.org
Mid-South Live Steamers, Columbia, TN, Hank Sherwood, 615-665-0512
www.midsouthlivesteamers.org; midsouthlivesteamers@yahoo.com
Nashville NTRAK, Nashville, TN, Mike Curtis, 615-479-7663
4900 Rucker Christiana Road, Christiana, TN 37037
macurtis@comcast.net; www.nashvillentrak.org
Nashville Garden Railway Soc., Nashville, TN, Ross Evans, 615-292-6555
Tennessee Central Railway Museum, Nashville, TN
Terry Bebout, 615-244-9001; terry.bebout@earthlink.net; www.tcry.org
Dixie Division 3
Central Alabama Model RR Club, Montgomery/Prattville, AL
Phil Hutchinson, 334-272-1933 or Joe Mashburn 251-363-8508
MGB Model Railroad Club, Prattville, AL Visitors welcome
Brett Scott, 334-799-3096; www.mgbrr.org
Wiregrass Steel Wheels Sub-Division, Dothan, AL
Dan Adams, 334-588-3312; danielma522@centurytel.net
Empire Division 6
Flint River Model RR Club, Albany, GA, Jimmy Swinn, 229-883-3517
MGMRC - Middle Georgia Model RR Club, Warner Robins, GA
Bill Attaway, 478-954-9200; mgmrc@cox.net; www.mgmrc.org
MGRA - Middle Georgia RR Association, Bill Jones
wrjones845@aol.com; middlegeorgiarailroadassociation.com
South Georgia Model RR Club, Hahira, GA, (Near Valdosta)
Todd Tait, 229-548-3611
Gulf Division 4
Caboose Club, Foley Railroad Museum,125 E Laurel Ave, Foley, AL 36535
Bonnie Donaldson, 251-943-1818; foleymuseum@gulftel.com
CATT - Costal Alabama T-TRAK, Bruce Arbo, 228-669-6705
coastalalabamattrak@gmail.com, www.nationalt-traklayout.com
Emerald Coast Garden Ry Club, Jack Grill, 850-994-7226; www.ecgrc.com
Usually meet on 3rd Saturday at noon in the Diner Car
of the West Florida RR Museum, Milton FL
Glenn Samuel’s Operating Group, Mobile, AL 205-914-0693
2nd Saturday of the month @ 1 p.m.; Gasamuel@aol.com
Miracle Strip Model RR Club, Shalimar, FL
Ray Follacchio, 850-865-8822
Mobile Society of Model Engineers, Alabama Gulf - Chapter, NRHS
2800 Graham Rd, S Mobile, AL; Dave Miller, 251-645-2296
Pensacola Model Railroad Club (PMRC), Pensacola, FL
HO Division - Steve “Chip” Borona, 850-384-3206; www.PMRC.us
N Divison - Terry Tucker, 850-723-5390
Z Division - Joshua Murrah, 251-533-6481
Southwest Alabama Railroad Modelers (SWARM), Mobile, AL
Glenn Samuel, 205-914-0693, Gasamuel@aol.com
Monthly round robin meetings or event - contact for details.
West Florida Model Railroad Club, Milton, FL
Tom Augustine, 850-944-0471; www.wfrm.org
Cherokee Division 13
Chattanooga Society of Model Engineers, Dunlap, TN
Andy Morrison, 423-344-8502; www.csme-eprr.com
Chattanooga Modular Modelers, Inc. meet Monday & Thursday at 6:30 pm
Mark McAllister, 423-424-0352; www.chattmodmod.org
Tennessee Valley Model Railroaders, Inc., Chattanooga, TN
Steve Crowe, 423-443-1517; www.TVMRi.org

Magnolia Division 14
Central Mississippi Model Railroad Association, Jackson, MS
MS Ag and Forestry Museum, 1150 Lakeland Dr, Jackson MS 39216
Nils Larsen, 601-432-4500; www.cmmra.org
Mississippi Coast Model RR Museum, 504 Pass Rd, Gulfport, MS 39507
228-284-5731; timetrain54@yahoo.com; www.mcmrcm.org

Piedmont Divison 5
Atlanta Interlocking Model Railroad Club;
Charlie Crawford, 678-982-4699
Athens Bend Track Railroad Club
Peter Wood, 706-215-3313; www.facebook.com/AthensBendTrack
Atlantic Coast S-Gaugers, Bob Lacheen
home 770-578-9937; cell 404-431-8032; www.trainweb.org/acsg
Boomers, John Rieken, Saturday a.m.; OPS Athens, Gwinnett, Commerce areas
email for specific dates; jrieken@windstream.net
Chattahoochee Express Operating Group, Chris White, 770-594-2618
Georgia Garden Railway Society, Terry Manning, 770-564-8822
temanning@aol.com www.ggrs.info
Georgia Society of Ferroequinologists, Marietta
Bob Hoenes, 770-422-0081; Jasper Roundhouse, Jasper, GA
Phil Stead, trainman07@aol.com; all scales, meets weekly at a member’s home
Metro Atlanta N-Scalers, Atlanta, GA, Charles Leak, 404-262-2969
Model Railroad Club of Atlanta, Atlanta, GA
Terry Weldon, 770-979-0473; www.oscale-atlanta.info
North Atlanta O-Gauge Railroad Club, Roswell, GA, Jeﬀ Pergl, 770-516-6378
North Atlanta Rail Barons, Howard Goodwin, 770-529-2103
North Georgia Lego Train Club, James Trobaugh, 770-844-1076
www.ngltc.org OR questions@ngltc.org
North Georgia Modurail, Jon Cook, 770-993-9620
NWGA T-TRAK Club Kennesaw GA
Jim Nealand, 678-358-9171; casadiego86@gmail.com
Railroad Model Club of Atlanta, Bob Peppel, 770-934-4067
S-COG Southern Crescent Operating Group
Joe Gelmini, 770-460-8873; papagel@comcast.net
Southern O Scalers, Dan Mason, 470-385-6638; daniel@masonlawfirmga.com
Tri-State Area Model Railroad, Inc.
Thomas Roskelly, 828-361-2210; thomasroskelly@gmail.com
Volunteer Garden RR Club,
Vines Botanical Gardens, 3500 Oak Grove Rd, Loganville, GA 30052
Plateau Division 16
Crossville Model RR Club, Crossville, TN; Tom Shallcross, 931-484-7565
chipmonk4@comcast.net; www.crossvilletrains.org
Smoky Mountain Division 12
Knoxville Area Model Railroaders, Oak Ridge, TN
Brad Tutt, 865-776-4703; meetings are 1st & 3rd Sundays
Mountain Empire Modular Railroaders, Johnson City, TN, East TN State Univ.
George Carter Museum, Dr. Fred Alsop, 423-929-3733; www.memrr.org
Maryville MRRC, 1006 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Maryville, TN 37804
Mark Fisher, 865-982-8731; meetings each Saturday, 10 a.m. to noon
Steel City Division 2
Black Warrior Model RR Society, Tuscaloosa, AL, Bob Way, 205-556-3073
Smokey City Model Rails, Birmingham, AL; www.smokeycityrails.com
Wrecking Crew Model RR Club, Birmingham, AL; Jason Parham, 205-534-6529
Steel City Shifters Operating Group, jstew@bhamrails.info

www.ser-nmra.org
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Dan Cole, a member of the Cumberland Division, has built his Pacific
Railroad in a spare bedroom. The HO scale layout features standard
and narrow gauge lines with a focus on mining and logging in a western
mountain setting. Structures are a mix of modified kits and scratchbuilt
beauties. Signs, details and weathering are key elements to all of Dan’s
modeling. (See more on page 18)

