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The President’s CarThe President’s Car
Roy MastersonRoy Masterson

rwmasterson@epbfi .comrwmasterson@epbfi .com
It’s offi cial! The 
Southeastern 

Region of the National Model Railroad 
Association will be hosting the 2026 
NMRA National Convention and 
National Train Show in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee!

On January 26, 2024, the NMRA 
Board of Directors voted 9-0 to award 
the 2026 National Convention to the 
SER and to be held in Chattanooga. 
So, it’s full steam ahead for the 2026 
Scenic City Express! 

The NMRA National Convention will 
be held July 27 – August 2, 2026, at 
the Chattanooga Convention Center 
located in downtown Chattanooga. 
There are 4 hotels either attached or 
within a 5-minute walk of the Conven-
tion Center that will be providing spe-
cial rates to attendees. The Marriott 
is attached to the Convention Center 
and Read House, The Chattanoogan, 
and Hotel Bo are within 2 blocks of the 
Convention Center.

When it comes to fi nding a place to eat, 
downtown Chattanooga has plenty of 
restaurants to choose from. Plus, the 
Chattanooga Convention Center is one 
of the stops on the free shuttle buses 
that run about every 20 minutes from 
the area by the river to the Chattanoo-
ga Choo Choo so attendees will be able 
to hop on the shuttle and hop off at 
shops and restaurants along the way.

Chattanooga is within a day’s drive 
of over 4,400 NMRA members. One of 
the major factors in members deciding 
to attend the NMRA National Conven-
tions is the travel expense. Chatta-
nooga is the center of easy access for 
travelers coming by Interstate High-
ways through Nashville, Knoxville, 
Birmingham, Atlanta and from points 
around the US. Current updates to 
the Interstates in Chattanooga will be 
completed in 2025.

We are projecting that over 900 attend-
ees could be attending the convention, 
but Jenny at HQ thinks it could be over 
1,200. With lower travel, lodging, and 
dining expenses that Chattanooga has 
to offer over cities home to millions of 

people where the 
national convention 
has always been 
held, we could see 
a large turnout  - 
especially with all 

the events we are planning, and all the 
tourist-related activities the Chatta-
nooga area has to offer visitors.

We are honored that ScaleTrains will 
be the major sponsor for our conven-
tion. I also reached out to the South-
ern Railway Historical Association 
and the L&N Historical Society; they 
are planning to hold their conventions 
at the Tennessee Valley Railroad Mu-
seum (TVRM) during our convention 
and will open their archives to our 
convention attendees.

On February 6, 2024. I met with the 
Operations and Scheduling Managers 
at the TVRM along with Mike Cum-
mings, SER Member and NMRA Sec-
retary, and Shane Wilson, President of 
ScaleTrains, to discuss private trains 
reserved for convention attendees.

We are delighted that the TVRM will 
provide the following trains and activi-
ties for our convention:

 A Dinner Train on Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings. Ninety-six 
(96) passengers can be on each 
train. Tickets would be sold on fi rst 
come basis during registration.

 ScaleTrains will charter the 
Summerville Double-headed 
Steam Special on Thursday with 
the 4501 and possibly with a 
locomotive the TVRM has been 
restoring which will eventually be 
heading to its home at a museum 
down south after the convention. 
This would be an unusual locomo-
tive for Chattanooga. The Steam 
Special can carry 240 people with 
lunch under a tent in Summer-
ville for the passengers. This 
train trip tickets will also be sold 
on a fi rst come basis.

 The TVRM Hiwassee River Rail 
Loop train will run on Friday. It’s 
a 4.5-hour train trip for around 
200 people.

 As part of the non-rail activities 
the TVRM has a Homefront Tea 
Room that holds 50 people, and 
it will be set up for 11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. Also fi rst come during 
registration.

 The TVRM Missionary Ridge Local 
operates every half-hour and con-
vention attendees will ride with oth-
er guests of the TVRM. Convention 
attendees will be given a special 
back shop tour of the TVRM shops 
where the really heavy railroad 
shop machines are used.

 TVRM may also have a blacksmith 
demonstration and a WWII Army 
Camp reenactment group with 
equipment for guests to enjoy.

 TVRM Night Photo Shoot Event 
will be limited to 50 attendees 
that lasts for a 75 minutes.

In addition to all the above, Chat-
tanooga has the Incline Railway up 
Lookout Mountain, Riverboat cruise 
on the Tennessee River, Rock City, 
Ruby Falls, Point Park, the Tennessee 
Aquarium and many other attractions. 
We will also be planning bus tours of 
Chickamauga Battlefi eld, the nation’s 
oldest and largest National Military 
Park. The Battle of Chickamauga was 
the 2nd bloodiest battle of the Civil 
War where over 35,000 were killed, 
wounded, missing, or captured.

Besides all the above activities, at the 
Chattanooga Convention Center, we 
will have great clinicians from around 
the country giving clinics from Mon-
day through Saturday. Then capped 
by over 100,000 sq. ft. of model trains 
will be the National Train Show on 
Saturday and Sunday that will be 
open to the public.

Our web site with additional details 
will be available: nmra2026.org soon.

So, save the date, July 27 – August 2, 
2026, plan on attending a great conven-
tion planned and carried out by members 
of your Southeastern Region! SER
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I hope this issue of The Southerner 
fi nds your family and you well and virus 
free. Also hope your division is doing 

something. I have fi nished the refi nery kit project I was 
working on. I have asked my Division AP Chair to go over 
it and see if it meets the requirements for the Structure 
Achievement award. This would be my fi rst structure for 
that goal.

I am going to go over the paperwork and will put that 
together next. As I expect you have heard, don’t overthink 
the process, just provide what is asked for. Once you do 
one or two, they will get easier. Time will tell.

EducationEducation
Chuck HigdonChuck Higdon

vze5crrw1@outlook.comvze5crrw1@outlook.com

I have also made some progress on this project. I cut 
some brick walls, fi lled the area with pink foam and then 
white glued the coal. Glued it to the styrene piece. Now 
for some grass, dirt, and weeds. Then I can work on the 
oil tank version.

With weeks of very cold weather, remember the added 
heating may have dried your train room and the wood 
shrank some. But then the rain we had a few weeks later 
would have expanded the wood and some of the rail kinks 
are back to normal.

While I did have some new wavey track sections, I did not 
mark them to cut a 1/16” in the rail needed to straighten 
out the rail. As the wood has now expanded back to be-
fore the super cold the waves are gone, and I am not sure 
where to add the gap. But somewhere in the area should 
prevent the wavey part next time.

If you have a topic that I may be able to help with or if you 
have a clinic you want to present to the region, please let 
me know. We can set up a webinar to show it. The SER 
does have the Zoom accounts we can use for presenta-
tions, discussions, or meetings should the need arise. I am 
also looking for topics and presenters for more Webinars, 
please let me know at vze5crrw1@outlook.com if you would 
like to present one or know someone that would.

Enjoy life and take care.

mailto:vze5crrw1@outlook.com
mailto:vze5crrw1@outlook.com
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Vice President
Bill Raymond,MMR

I am running for re-election to the offi ce of SER Vice Pres-
ident which I have been serving in since May 2021. I have 
been a member of the NMRA since 1973 and a member of 
the SER since 1991. Over that time, I have served in number 
of leadership positions; Assistant Division Superintendent 
and Division Superintendent of the Carolina Mountain Di-
vision, Layout Tour Coordinator for the 2018 SER Conven-
tion, OPSIG Coordinator for the 2013 NMRA Convention 
and N Scale Coordinator for the 1995 NMRA Convention.

I have also served on the Board of the Operations Special 
Interest Group (OPSIG) from 2014 to 2017 and as the Pres-
ident from 2017 to 2020. In addition to currently serving as 
the SER Vice President, I am also the SER Contest Chair-
man and the SER Website Committee Chairman. I started on 
the Achievement Program in 2012 earning my Master Model 
Railroader Certifi cate in February 2020 as MMR #652.

If re-elected I pledge to do everything within my power and 
abilities to implement ways to better serve the SER member-
ship and its divisions, improve communications, streamline 
services and grow the SER. Thank you for your consideration.

Secretary
 Rusty Lacy
I joined NMRA in November 2005, while a member of the 
Tennessee Central RR Museum N-Scale club in Nashville.. 
I participated with that club for a number of years, but 
eventually cut ties for a variety of internal reasons. I also 
let my NMRA membership lapse.

In the meantime I moved three times and in July 2020 
ended up in the Chattanooga area. I joined the TVRMi 
club and renewed my membership in the NMRA late 2021. 
In the TVMRi I took on the task of spearheading several 
construction projects including scenery and several of the 
cities on the layout. Eventually, I was nominated to be 
over all the scenery projects.

I was introduced to Operations Sessions in 2022 by Roy 
Masterson and others.This is something I did not get in 
Nashville and has opened up a whole new area of model 
railroading for me. I attended my fi rst NMRA National 
Convention in August 2023. When Roy started the process 
of trying to get the convention in Chattanooga for 2026 I 
was all on board and was asked to be the inside activities 
committee chair. Roy also asked me to be the secretary for 
the convention committees.

So, I guess running for SER Secretary could be a natural 
next step in my service to the SER and model railroading.

Rusty

2024 SER Board of Directors Election Candidate Statements2024 SER Board of Directors Election Candidate Statements
Director
Patrick Inserra
I am 55 years old a new modeler and spent 5-10 years in 
N scale Model Railroading.  I see the SER having a bright 
future by increasing membership and Clinics where Veter-
ans could show how to do things in the hobby.  My contact 
information is Patrick Inserra,  120 N. Peachtree St. Apt. 
112, Liberty, SC 29657,  my cell # is (864) 373-5634.

Director
Gerald Mabry
Hello! My name is Gerald Mabry. I am currently serving on 
the SER Board of Directors and am running for reelection. 
I am doing this with the simple goal of growing the NMRA 
and spreading the hobby to as many people as possible.

I retired from the fi re service after 27 years, and went on the 
road supporting my wife, Juli, who is a veteran traveling 
emergency room nurse. Although I am a full-time husband 
and father to a college student, I fi nd the time to model a 
little bit most every day.

I have been a model railroader since 2013, when I became 
involved with our local club and started building my own 
layout with the guidance and support of those around me. 
I call this layout the Basic City and Arundel. After the club 
lost their space, I invited the group to join me, where we 
now meet once a week for operations.

In 2015 I attended my fi rst regional convention in Arling-
ton, Texas with the Lone Star Region; it was then that I 
joined the NMRA on a Rail Pass. That was the beginning 
of my NMRA journey. Since then, I have met many other 
model railroaders throughout the country who have become 
lifelong friends, people who have encouraged me, been an 
amazing source of help and inspiration, and who share the 
love of modeling with me. My personal goal is to aspire to 
be the best modeler I can be. The Achievement Program has 
proven to be the perfect challenge to help me attain that 
goal. I am currently working on my Cars certifi cate.

I participate in NMRA events whenever possible and was 
Co-Volunteer Coordinator for 2022 PSR regional conven-
tion and Clinic Chair for the NMRA National Convention in 
Grapevine TX in 2023. I am also working on the 26’ Nation-
al in Chattanooga as Clinic Coordinator.

I respectfully ask for your vote in this upcoming election.
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Director
Mark Nolan
Like many of you I am a lifelong model railroader and 
longtime NMRA and SER member. I got my fi rst model 
train set when I was 2, a Tyco set and later a Lionel oval 
on a 4’x8’. I have been learning about railroading and 
building HO models ever since.  I also had the good fortune 
that my grandfather worked for the L&N in Nashville.  
He was a towerman and I enjoyed many trips down to the 
South End tower just outside Union Station to see how 
the real trains operated. I don’t really remember a time 
I didn’t have model trains and working on a layout. Over 
the years I have started and built several large layouts or 
growing complexity which have given me the opportunity 
to learn just about every skill (carpentry, electrical, design, 
research, etc) necessary to build such layouts, plus all the 
modeling of building freight cars, engines, and structures 
to support the layout.

My recent layouts are designed for prototypical operations 
and are set in a particular location and time. My current 
layout is based on the ICG, Conrail & Amtrak (1976–1978 
time frame) centered around Effi ngham, IL. It is a HO 
scale, double or more deck, located in a basement. I use 
car cards/waybills for basis for operation and DCC control, 

with a dispatcher during op sessions. I have traveled and 
had the opportunity to see and operate many great layouts 
and “borrow” ideas from other modelers. There is always 
something you can learn from seeing how others in the 
hobby have designed and built their empire.

Recently I just fi nished a term as a board member of the Op-
erations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) and Cumberland 
Division of SER NMRA. Not railroad related I have also 
served on Tennessee State Soccer Association board of direc-
tors and the Clarksville-Montgomery County United Way.  
I have been an attorney since 1992 and when I was in law 
school was an active member of the Jackson, MS Society of 
Model Engineers. My law practice is mainly civil litigation 
representing municipalities and I am the board attorney for 
Clarksville-Montgomery County School Board. I am mar-
ried to Terri and we have 5 boys and 2 grandchildren.

I believe my model railroad and professional experience 
will assist in building the SER and with the recent an-
nouncement that the NMRA national convention will be 
held in Chattanooga in 2026 organization and leader-
ship will be more important than ever. I appreciate your 
consideration and vote.

Mark Nolan

www.csme-eprr.com

www.csme-eprr.com/events/calendar2024

radio-dispatch-operations@csme-eprr.com

card-orders@csme-eprr.com

http://www.ser-nmra.org
http://www.csme-eprr.com
http://www.csme-eprr.com/events/calendar2024
mailto:radio-dispatch-operations@csme-eprr.com
mailto:card-orders@csme-eprr.com
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(I) indicates incumbent

Bill Raymond, MMR (I) Patrick Inserra

Write-in Gerald Mabry (I)

Mark Nolan

Write-in
Rusty Lacy

Write-in
Write-in

Mail your completed ballot to:

Rick Coble
SER Elections Chair
3278 Spring Wind Court
Lawrenceville,  GA  300454

MUST BE COMPLETED

Name

Signature

NMRA #

MUST BE POSTMARKED BY
JUNE 8, 2024

Secretary
(Vote for One)

Official Ballot SER 2024 Board of Directors Election

Director At-Large
(Vote for no more than Two)

Vice President
(Vote for One)

Remove the ballot from The SouthErneR  and mail.   A scanned copy of the ballot will be accepted.
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River Rails 
2024 

THE 2024 SER CONVENTION 
June 20 to 23 

Join the Fun and Railroad Action at 

The DoubleTree by Hilton 
Decatur Riverfront 

1101 6th Avenue NE, Decatur, AL 35601 

Be part of  the Clinics, Self-Guided Layout Tours, 
Operating Sessions, Prototype Tours, 

Model Contest, Raffle Items, Non-Rail Activities, 
and Awards Banquet 

Railfan at the Historic Decatur Union Depot 
Visit the Decatur Street Fair and 

Visit the Mid-South Division Train Show 

Hosted By 
The Mid-South Division, SER, NMRA  

Convention Registration and Link To the DoubleTree Reservation at 

Convention (midsouthnmra.org)  
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The Reading and Southern
Admittedly an odd or at least unlikely railroad, I 
decided sometime around the mid-nineties to do something 
with my Southern Railway. I got as far as scratch-building 
the Spencer locomotive shop before we moved and had a 
home built with a 2,200 square foot basement. We live in 
Blythewood, SC, about ten miles north of Columbia.

I had the space divided into three rooms and a full bath. A 
work room of approximately 500 square feet is a luxury I 
decided upon. 

The other two rooms are a 26x26 space and a 42x16-1/2 
square foot space. These two rooms have an eight-foot-wide 
permanent opening between them.

The idea was to simulate the Southern between Spencer 
and South Carolina destinations.

I put in all the bench work, open frame L-girder and had 
two large peninsulas in the 26 by 26 room and a roughly 
three foot around the wall, with two signifi cant peninsulas 
reaching out from the wall into the 16-1/2x42 foot room. 
Track passed through the walls to connect both rooms.

The railroad would be anchored by sizable yards (Andy 
Sperendeo freight yard book) at each end in the 26x26 
room. Point-to-point or continuous operation are both 
feasible.

Then, while on a visit to my hometown in Pennsylvania, 
my dad took me to the remains of the Saucon Yards of the 
Reading 
Railways 
in Bethle-
hem, adja-
cent to Hel-
lertown, 
where I 
grew up. 

Many 
photos and 
stretches 
of a 100-
foot tape 
measure 
later, the 
Reading 
between 
Quaker-
town, PA 
and the imagined Bethlehem works of the so-named steel 
company became part of my railway.

Because of the confi guration of the two rooms and the 
benchwork already installed, I can have two railroads - the 
Southern operating on one 26x8 peninsula and through the 
42x16 room and the Reading, on a 7x26 peninsula.

Photo Gallery Photo Gallery article and photos by John KelchnerJohn Kelchner

The presumption of my layout is that I have two distinct 
railroads, the Southern and the Reading. The Reading 
on my layout is an actual reproduction running between 
Quakertown and Bethlehem, PA.

The Southern will be partly authentic between points in 
SC, but also partly a stretching of my imagination to incor-
porate favorite historic buildings in Columbia which I am 
scratch building as pretty accurate copies of the originals.

With the two hidden tracks installed, the Southern and 
Reading can also be connected and operated as one, call it 
“imagined” railway.

I have dropped the idea of Spencer and the Southern is 
entirely within South Carolina with only off- the-layout 
connections to North Carolina.

All buildings are virtually exact representations of 100+ 
year old buildings, except for the Saucon Yards boiler 
house, slightly modifi ed to fi t the layout. 

I want to acknowledge my good friends; Walt Mazzei who 
provided much guidance and assistance on things, oper-
ational, electrical and electronics; Lawrence Hannahan, 
who is installing lighting in dozens of structures and 
particularly Tony Ratola, a master model builder who has 
scratch built and major kit-bashed dozens of structures, 
as well as doing excellent scenery. When I wonder if I’ll 
ever see light at the end of the tunnel, Tony is there with 
his lantern.

Although free-lance, it incorporates scratch-built represen-
tations of about twenty structures on, or “would have been” 
eligible for, the National Register of Historic places, unfor-
tunately those “would have been” were demolished before 
they could be saved. I would prefer to describe the free-lance 
aspect of operations in person-to-person conversations.

Saucon Yards of the Reading Railroad in Bethlehem, 
PA. Scratch built water tower, extensively kit-bashed 
roundhouse and boiler house (Walthers, SS Limited, 
spare parts). All yard buildings were demolished around 
2020. Authentic reproduction by John.

The stone, two story building is Hellertown Borough Hall 
as dedicated on July 4, 1942. The building was original-
ly the Detweiler House built in 1818. It was reduced by 
about 30% in size when it was renovated as the Borough 
Hall. Scratch built by Tony Ratola.
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Overall, there are over 100 structures, about 40% scratch 
built and the rest craftsman kits or major kit-bash. 

The layout, 1,304 square feet in my basement, is one level. 
Though I’ve never measured total trackage, I am sure it is 
more than 1,000 feet, with well over 100 turnouts.

Track height varies from about 42 to 51 inches: Minimum 
radius is 34” and maximum grade is about 1.25%; longest 
potential mainline run is about 200 feet. It can be operated 
point to point or continuous.

There is still a lot of work to be done. I plan to change out 
most of my fascia switches.

Typical South Carolina mill village. Craftsman kits by John.

On left, Boehm House (1747) fi rst house in Hellertown, scratch built 
by Tony Ratola. Row of two single family and two duplexes, across the 
street from my elementary school in Hellertown. Early 20th century, 
scratch built by John. Business district in background.                      

Farmer’s Cooperative in upstate South Carolina. 
Representation only. Scratch built by John.

House across from Reinhard Elementary in Hellertown. My wife loved 
this house, which she could see from our fi fth grade classroom.
Scratch built by John.

Bingen Station on the Reading. A rural agricultural stop which took some 
of the area folks to and from the huge Bethlehem Steel plant in Bethlehem, 
PA, built in 1850, demolished circa 1940s. Scratch built by John.

I have been told by a couple model railroad friends that my 
HO Scale railroad is far enough along to be considered for 
the SouthErneR and that the short-written descriptions 
they’d read made them wonder how it could be, but on 
seeing it they thought it worked very well.
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Adluh Flour cornmeal, grits and fl our mill in the Vista entertainment district in downtown Colum-
bia. Still producing those products, though the front section is now a restaurant. Built in 1911 as 
Columbia Grain and Provision Company. On the National Register of historic places. 623 scale 
feet long, scratch-built by Tony Ratola and John.

Under construction is the South Carolina Railroad freight and passenger depot, initially built 
between 1850 and 1853. Burned in the Civil War, the main two story passenger depot and offi ces 
and part of the freight station survived. Rebuilt in later 1800’s and briefl y served as a Southern 
Railway facility, also on the National Register. Scratch-building in progress by John.

Adluh Flour gave us access to photo and measure all buildings. Similarly, the SC Depot was 
photographed and measured by John.

The Guignard Brick Works was built by the 
Guignard family in 1801 across the Congaree 
River from Columbia. By the middle of the 
Twentieth Century, approximately 1/2 the 
bricks in buildings in Downtown Columbia 
were manufactured here.

The brickyard is on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is now a small National 
Park, open to the public. Buildings are scratch-
built by Tony Ratola and John, based on 
photos and on-site measurements.

Kilns are kit-bashed Walthers kits, simulating 
the 4 kilns operated and located in virtually 
the exact relative location to each other and all 
structures.

Industrial District in upstate SC, representation only, 1/2 craftsman kits, 1/4 kitbash, 1/4 scratch built. 
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The house that is half stone-half clapboard is the Boehm House, the fi rst 
home in Hellertown, built in 1747.

Hellertown Station on the Reading. Built in 1860’s, demolished in early 1970’s.
Scratch built by John.
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Scratch building Dewey Fire station
 by Tony Ratola

The Dewey Fire station was built in 1900 as a result of a 
devastating fire in 1898 that destroyed many commercial 
buildings as well as the Christ Union Church in Heller-
town PA. My friend, 
John Kelchner, 
thought it would be 
a great addition to 
his HO scale Read-
ing and Southern 
Model Railroad. 
Although the build-
ing is still standing, 
many of the original 
features have 
been removed and 
renovated so that 
it is unrecognizable 
from the original.

Scratch building 
the structure began 
in November 2022 
using a black and white photo of the building found in 
the book (1)(1), “Images of America - Hellertown” by Lee A. 
Weidner with the Hellertown Historical society. There were 
a couple of images on line as well.

Original dimensions were calculated by enlarging the pho-
to and counting bricks to figure out the height of the front 
left corner of the building. All other dimensions were calcu-
lated from that, which gave us a very good approximation 
of the height of the structure, 
sizes for the doors, windows 
and main opening. Part of the 
overall footprint was taken 
from online Sanborn maps.

The façade (2) of the building 
began by modifying Design 
Preservation wall sections (3)
to the correct height of the 
building. Detailed brick work around the arched doors 
and top circular details are all Rail Scale products cut to 

fit, and super glued to the 
wall sections.

Brick detail above the 
main entrance and for 
the diamond patterns 
on the second floor were 
individually cut from resin 
brick sheet and attached 

to the wall sections. Diamond patterns were masked off 
and painted separately. The top curved roof line was made 
from individual strips of Evergreen plastic. I used Tichy 
train parts for the doors and modified the 2nd floor arched 
windows to fit.

Side walls were constructed in a similar manner using
Design Preservation wall sections cut to the correct size 
and brick paper trimmed and attached to represent the 
stepped top of the walls.

Completion of the side walls. Rosin brick paper was 
glued to card stock with the DPM sections attached. Each 
window was cut out separately and constructed using Ev-
ergreen strip and final brick detail added. All windows had 
acetate attached after the sections were painted

Final paint color was a mix of Tamiya Brown and Earth and 
Brick Red (4 & 5).

Front and sides start to take 
shape

Final details include down-
spouts made from scrap tubing 
and decorative finials on front 
wall. Some liberty was taken on 
the installation of the roof siren 
and bell tower as there was no 
clear picture as to their actual dimensions. Part of them 
can be seen from the original photo so that a likeness of 
both could be replicated from scraps of plastic. The other 
side wall is an exact dupli-
cate of the one that could 
be seen and the rear of the 
building was our own layout 
but replicated the style of 
the original.

I feel it is a good represen-
tation of the original. Or in 
other words, not bad from a 
single black and white pho-
to. Total time for construction was 3 months of evenings 
and it turned out well. It now sits proudly in Hellertown 
on the Reading and Southern Railroad.
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Tony Ratola scratch built the Park Hotel with its 73 windows. Tony says the owner who built the building in 1872 had a brother in law who sold 
windows and unloaded what he had left, despite their confi guration. Notice from the picture that, despite the fact that the windows are the same 
size, top of window frames on the fi rst fl oor are straight, on the second fl oor A-frame, the third fl oor in three parts and the fourth fl oor again 
straight. Tony cut each window to match the original building. He also cut 140 individual corbels, or trim, at the roof line.

Resources used to reproduce these structures:

Images of America, Hellertown, by Lee Weidner and the Hellertown His-
torical Society.

The Reading Railroad, Volume 1, by James L. Hilton, copyright 1989.

Photos and articles from the Allentown Morning Call. 

Photos provided, conversations with, and measurements conducted for 
John Kelchner by Hellertown Historical Society volunteers.

Personal assistance by members of the Reading Company Technical and
Historical Society, in particular, Rick Bates. Rick also provided blueprints 
of the Saucon Yards Structures.

The Lehigh Valley Historical Society.

Sanborn Insurance maps of Hellertown and the Saucon Yards.

Photos of Saucon Yards (before demolition) taken by John Kelchner. 

50+ year old photographs John has of Hellertown buildings.

Reading Company Technical and Historical Society Museum complex.

http://www.ser-nmra.org
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Be informed
nmra2026.org

DEADLINESDEADLINES
May 15 - Summer
August 15 - Fall

November 15 - Winter
February 15 - Spring

Issues are mailed approximately 5
weeks following these deadlines

SHOW YOUR
RAILROAD CARD
In the SouthErneR

Don’t have one?Don’t have one?
Let us design the card for you.

SouthErneR@ejpj.com

$20 FOUR (4) ISSUES

mailto:SouthErneR@ejpj.com
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Division AP Chairmen for Divisions which have them.
Bluff  City (10)
Greg Scharfetter; Gascharfetter@bellsouth.net; 901-219-4219
Carolina Mountain (15)
Ben Bartlett, MMR; b3j2c@yahoo.com; 818-883-2799
Cherokee (13)
Dale Bryant; livewire@fbright.com; 423-991-5243
Cumberland (11)
George Gilbert, MMR; grgilbert@comcast.net; 615-352-1254
Empire (6)
Stephen Floyd; jstephenfl oyd@gmail.com; 478-960-1026
Gulf (4)
Peter Banks MMR; pbnyc@bellsouth.net; 850-890-0987
Magnolia (14)
Troy Hight; troyhight69@icloud.com; 601-416-7617
Mid South (1)
Sandy William Warrington; wearrington@msm.com; 256-617-8098
Palmetto (7)
Howard Garner MMR; cascaderail@bellsouth.net;  864-878-4705
Piedmont (5)
Charles Mason MMR; candjmason@att.net; 770-993-1589
Plateau (16)
Richard Morris; rmorris52@twlakes.net; 931-864-3909
Smokey Mountain (12)
Larry Burkholder, labtexan@chartertn.net; 865-408-9903
Steel City (2)
Tom Schultz; svrr@charter.net; 205-879-3603

Certificates
Master Builder Scenery

Jan Novack - Plateau
Thomas Shallcross - Plateau

Achievement ProgramAchievement Program
New Awards in Our Southeastern Region This Quarter

mailto:Gascharfetter@bellsouth.net
mailto:b3j2c@yahoo.com
mailto:livewire@fbright.com
mailto:grgilbert@comcast.net
mailto:oyd@gmail.com
mailto:pbnyc@bellsouth.net
mailto:troyhight69@icloud.com
mailto:wearrington@msm.com
mailto:cascaderail@bellsouth.net
mailto:candjmason@att.net
mailto:rmorris52@twlakes.net
mailto:labtexan@chartertn.net
mailto:svrr@charter.net


18 Th e SouthErneR - Spring 2024

 
 

SER 2024 Convention 
 
The 2024 SER Convention is being held in Decatur, AL June 20 to 23, 2024.  Your host, 
the Mid-South Division, has selected the DoubleTree by Hilton Decatur Riverfront as the 
convention headquarters.  Room cost at the hotel, is $115 per night.  Use the link on the 
convention website, at Convention (midsouthnmra.org), to register for the convention 
and the hotel to receive the convention special room rate.   
 
The usual events are planned for the convention.  Starting Thursday evening, layout 
tours are scheduled.  Times and locations will be listed in the convention Time Table 
 
Friday starts off with clinics model contest entries at the hotel, and a one-hour early bird 
opening at the Mid-South sponsored train show.  Convention registration gets you into 
the train show for free anytime the show is open.  If you have a clinic to present go to 
the clinic tab on the convention website to register your clinic.  Don’t forget to buy your 
raffle tickets when you pick-up your convention packet and shirts.   
 
Prototype tours will occur Friday and Saturday.  The convention committee is currently 
working to finalizing tours to a Class II Regional railroad, a railroad museum, and three 
industries.  Continue to watch the convention website for tour times and extra fare 
information.   
 
Non-rail activities include the Cook Science Center and the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville.  More activities are listed on the convention website.  Don’t forget 
to visit the Hospitality Room in the hotel.   
 
Saturday has more clinics and two operating sessions on club layouts.  Times and the 
number of guest operators are coming.  Continue to watch for more information on the 
convention website.   
 
A reception with a cash bar starts at 5pm in Upper Dome reception area with the 
awards banquet starting at 7pm.  The guest speaker at the banquet is David Breland a 
retired judge and local historian.  He is an excellent speaker, one of the docents at the 
Decatur Train Depot Museum and a supporter of the Mid-South Division and the NMRA.  
He will talk about railroad history in Decatur.   
 
Sunday will have layouts open for conventioneers on their way home.  Check the 
convention website and Time Table for the layouts, locations, and times.   
 
Join the fun and friendship at the convention – see you there. 
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SER Convention 2024SER Convention 2024
Layout PreviewLayout Preview

Bill Eberle’sBill Eberle’s
Todd Mill and Wild Creek RailroadTodd Mill and Wild Creek Railroad

Photos and article by BillPhotos and article by Bill

The objective of 
my railroad is to 
integrate heavy 
mainline railroad-
ing, branch line 
railroading and 
narrow gauge into 
a coherent trans-
portation system. 

The Todd Mill and Wildcat Creek Rail-
road is a branch line railroad branch-
ing off of the Union Pacifi c.

At the end of the standard gauge branch, 
the terrain gets more rugged, so the ex-
tension is narrow gauge. In photo 1, the 
branch line, Todd Mill and Wildcat Creek 
Railroad, is crossing over the mainline 
Union Pacifi c. Both steam locomotives 
are from Broadway Limited.

In photo 2, the narrow gauge portion 
of the Todd Mill and Wildcat Creek 
Railroad is climbing a 3% grade past 
the Wildcat Creek Unobtainium Mine. 
Unobtainium is a critical element for 
the manufacture of perpetual motion 
machines. The Unobtainium mine is a 
Campbell kit. The locomotive is from 
Blackstone.

Photo 3 - Cheyenne Union Station. It 
serves the Union Pacifi c, but the Great 
Northern (I like their passenger paint 
scheme) also comes through Cheyenne. 
The branch line also has passenger 
service from this station.

My wife, Ardis, painted the 85 foot long 
mural as the backdrop for my railroad. 
She is an excellent painter.

The railroad will be on the layout tour 
and an operating session at the 2024 
River Rails SER convention in Decatur. 
There’s lots more to see. SER
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Southeastern Region Division NewsSoutheastern Region Division News

The Steel City Division (SCD) has been active the last few 
months. We have had some super presentations, clin-
ics and attendance during the busy holiday season. We 
normally meet the third Thursday of every month, but our 
December meeting was a joint meeting held on a Saturday 
with the Mid-South Chapter of the NRHS at the historic 
Leeds Depot.

Our own Larry E SmithMMR gave a presentation to both the 
SCD and NRHS local chapter on his new book The Last 
Train Standing, History and Modeling of the Strates Car-
nival Trains by MRH Media. His presentation was excit-

ing as he gave a history 
of circus and carnival 
trains from the fi rst to 
the last train with lots of 
photos and documenta-
tion. He also shared his 
procurement of various 
Strates Carnival Trains 
railroad cars including 
fl ats, passenger equip-
ment, the heavyweight 
and lightweight era, 
wagons, mules, vehicles 
and racked rides of the 
various eras. He went 

into detail about the many styles of the trailers or wagons 
which were used in the carnival. Many of his HO vehicles 
are custom made and were 3D printed with custom paint 
and decals. A lot of thought, time and dedication went into 
the creation and publication of the book. It is a must read 
for any modeler.

In January we had an over the top presentation and clinic 
by Craig Brotman from Atlanta. Craig and a couple of 
his friends joined our meeting. Craig’s presentation was 
on painting and weathering models in addition to some 
of his tricks of the trade. Craig is not a model railroader 
but his techniques certainly interested our division and 
visitors due to their realistic fi nal results. Model railroad-
ers historically start painting light and work dark with 

weathering. Craig, 
on the other hand, 
starts models dark 
and lightens them 
up with paint and 
weathering for im-
pressive results. His 
techniques are akin 
to many military 
diorama modelers. 
He showed step by 

step how he gets his results and even demonstrated on 
some of the division members models which were brought. 
He introduced us to the AK Interactive line of products as 
well as others he uses and his methods for use. He demon-
strated “rusting” various materials including styrene, 
cardboard, aluminum and paper type corrugated roofi ng 
and weathering them for a realistic appearance. Overall, it 
was one of the best clinics the SCD has had and we thank 
Craig for making this clinic memorable.

Our February meeting presentation was by our own John 
Stewart. John has been generous with his time and skills 
as he has given many 
presentations over the 
years on the Birming-
ham Steel industry, 
electronics including 
Arduinos etc. This pre-
sentation was probably 
his best to date. His 
presentation was on 
Fun With History – The 
Birmingham Industrial 
District as a Basis for a 
Model Railroad Lay-
out. The PowerPoint 
presentation gave a 
brief history of his life, 
how he became a model 
railroader and why he 
models the Birming-
ham Industrial District. 

His presentation included a history of steel production 
in the area and why Birmingham was the perfect hub 
for steel production – it had all the materials needed for 
production! He then went into the givens and druthers of 
what he wanted on his rather large model railroad layout 
he is building in his basement. His concept was to build a 
layout for operations, and I feel he has been quite suc-
cessful. I can’t wait to join one of his operating sessions. 
Everyone also had some laughs at his “Layout Design 
Techniques… Gospel according to John” and his use of 
everyday materials as building and industry mock-ups in-
cluding shampoo bottles, soup cans etc. Everyone enjoyed 
his presentation, and we look forward to others from John.

Finally, all our presentations and clinics are fi lmed “LIVE” 
on our Facebook Page which is Steel City Division of 
the SER NMRA. Please feel free to view the presenta-
tions or download them as I’m sure you will enjoy the meat 
and taters portion of the presentations. Also, feel free to 
“like” our page and leave us a comment. SER

Steel City - Division 2Steel City - Division 2
Whit FancherWhit Fancher ~  ~ crownlandscapeservices@gmail.com

Larry Smith

Craig Brotman bottom left

John Stewart

mailto:crownlandscapeservices@gmail.com
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Central Savannah River - Division 9Central Savannah River - Division 9
Andy ChandlerAndy Chandler ~  ~ andy.chandler71@gmail.comandy.chandler71@gmail.com

Our latest meeting occurred January 20 at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. We had 8 members in attendance. The 
business meeting portion began with the reading of the 
minutes of our October 14 meeting and were approved, as 
was the treasurer’s report.

Nominations for the next term for Superintendent and 
Treasurer were heard. Andy Chandler was elected as 
superintendent and Rich Olsen was elected as treasurer 
for two-year terms. Other business conducted included 
recommending 3 division meetings per year and 1 road 
trip. Robin Riley was able to secure a long-term meeting 
location for us (Thanks Robin!).

The modeling presentations included Tim Chandler de-
scribing his operating plan for his Alaskan Copper Mining 
Railroad as well as his plan for power districts and circuit 
breakers.

Don Barnes described his plan to begin operating again. 

Andy Chandler presented N scale card stock buildings and 

a novel tool organizer. Rich Olsen presented some of his 
railfan pictures.

Steve Prevette presented an improvised lighted uncoupling 
tool and described an operating plan, using wheel reports. 
Guests Tom Ritt and Ken Heath shared their modeling 
interests and proposals.

Finally, we viewed an NMRAx video on Operating 
sessions.

Our next meeting is TBD in May 2024. SER

     OK, it is either late Winter or Early
 Spring here in the Southeast. Today it 

is in the mid-60s, tomorrow, it is supposed to be in the 40s. 
I’m confused. Sigh. I guess that is what we get living here.

The Piedmont Division is continuing into the fi rst part of 
2024 and heading headlong into what is one of the largest 
events we sponsor, our Model Train Show! This year’s 
show is the weekend of March 9 and 10. The SER Board 
of Directors will also meet during the show. Hopefully we 
will see many of you at the show. The vendors’ area is com-
pletely sold out so there should be plenty of great things 
for you to purchase! Bring your dollars, I sure am! As in 
the past several years, The Model Train Show is being held 
at the Clarence Brown Conference Center in Cartersville. 
This is really a great space and Hank Primas, our show 
manager, tells me they have rearranged the space to allow 
more vendors and layouts yet allow even better access for 
our attendees. Yay!

We are also continuing our regularly scheduled meetings. 
In February, Joe Sullivan is going to present a clinic on 
weathering open-top cars. Weathering is a pet hobby-with-
in-the-hobby of mine. I enjoy teaching it and in my recent 
work in a hobby outside of model railroading I’ve learned 
and practiced some new skills and techniques that I can 
bring back to my teaching in model railroading. I’d started 
that a couple of years ago, but this greatly expands on it. 
This is one of the things I love about our hobby, learning, 
growing, developing, and spreading that knowledge.

In March, our clinic will feature the Russian Decapods 
that were built for export but never made it across 

Piedmont - Division 5Piedmont - Division 5
Perry Lamb ~~ perry_lamb@mindspring.comperry_lamb@mindspring.com

     OK, it is
Spring here

PP
any pond. This is another of those niche hobbies-with-
in-the-hobby that makes model railroading so cool. If you 
really like a particular subject, anyone can delve deeply 
into it and work away happily in it for years.

In April, Tom Gordon will present a clinic on building 
turnout control panels for our model railroads. This is 
something that greatly interests me. I’m about to the point 
on my layout that I’m ready to repaint my facia and clean 
up my location and direction indicators, mile markers and 
yes, turnout control panels. Tom, I’m going to have ques-
tions for you and may come to you for help. As always, our 
meetings are both in person and available via our WebEx 
room. All the information can be found on our website, 
piedmont-div.org.

If you did not know, the region has been awarded the 2026 
NMRA National Convention! This is way awesome if you 
ask me. The convention will be held at the Convention 
Center in Chattanooga. I am really looking forward to be-
ing able to get to a National Convention close to home, in 
a very cool city, and hosted by people I know. Please plan 
on attending this convention. We have not had a National 
Convention, so close to us since Atlanta in 2013. 2026 is 
two years away, start planning now!

OK, it is time for me to get back to work. I have stuff going 
on across North America. I also have a new building to 
construct for my layout and models to build for a diorama. 
Way fun! Remember that Model Railroading is fun. Reach 
out to someone and offer help. Say hello to a new modeler. 
Offer to help someone who has an issue. Engage! SER

Be informed
nmra2026.org

mailto:perry_lamb@mindspring.com
mailto:andy.chandler71@gmail.com
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Jack Varadi and Steve Todd 
facilitated a very informative 

online session on January 11. Fifteen division members 
participated in the hour-long session. Quay Beck’s presen-
tation covered the use of 3-D printing in model railroading. 
Ken Malgren talked about constructing a church structure. 
Rich Lehman spoke about harvesting lichen for a railroad 
landscape, and Roger Liska presented how to put lighting 
into an HO caboose. Each of the interesting presentations 
had some questions. The session ended with a review of 
many upcoming model railroad activities and events. At 
its recent meeting, your Board felt that these sessions are 
a great opportunity to share new ideas and techniques for 
the benefi t of our members.

Future sessions are open for all division members to 
update attendees on their latest projects. Presenters 
have fi ve to ten minutes to discuss their topics. Attendees 
are then able to ask questions. Steve Todd always does 
a practice session prior to the session to familiarize new 
presenters with the process.

Additionally a few minutes are devoted to bring up model 
railroading activities in our area at the end of each session 
along with any other model railroading questions or topics. 
Currently the sessions have been held from 7 pm to 8 pm 
on a week night.

Palmetto - Division 7Palmetto - Division 7
Roger LiskaRoger Liska ~~ riggor@clemson.edu

The division is still taking orders for its new Palmetto Di-
vision polo shirt. The gray embroidered polo shirts cost $25 
each and will be available in sizes of S through 3XL, and 
payment must be made at the time of ordering. The plan is 
to have the shirts available for pickup at our March meet-
ing. Forms of payment are cash, check and credit/debit 
cards. Any interested individuals wishing to order a shirt 
should contact Myron Pensyl at mypensyl@hotmail.com.

A recent survey requesting ideas for future clinics resulted 
in a list of 27 different suggestions along with the names 
of seven division members willing to conduct some of them. 
This information will be utilized by the Division Board for 
identifying and conducting future clinics.

Thirteen division members have volunteered to serve as 
mentors for new members. Ken Majchrzak, immediate 
past Division Superintendent, has agreed to manage the 
process of pairing mentors to all future members who re-
quest one. Ken will match existing volunteer mentors with 
new members who have similar railroading interests and 
live in close proximity to each other.

Finally, the Division will be participating in the annual Hub 
City Railroad Museum Train Day – Spartanburg, SC - May 
11, 10 am to 3 pm. For more information about the event 
contact Dave Winans at dwinans1147@gmail.com. SER

http://www.ser-nmra.org
mailto:riggor@clemson.edu
mailto:mypensyl@hotmail.com
mailto:dwinans1147@gmail.com
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Atlantic - Division 8Atlantic - Division 8
Rick FulkersonRick Fulkerson ~  ~ rick@mountaingoatbroadcast.com

We had our winter meet in Pooler, GA outside Savanah 
with great attendance. A lot of interest in our clinics and 
show and tell.

David Pitcher’s (1) clinic on envisioning and executing 
scenery around his tunnel portals was very informative 
followed by Nate Stone (2) with a great rundown on Digi-
trax equipment with a great Q&A.

That was followed with 3 show and tells. First was John 
Montenegro (3) with his portable switching layout he takes 
to displays and shows to get kids involved with trains. He 
encourages all age groups for hands on solving of simple 
switching problems.

Second was Lloyd Bloom (4) showing the differences of 

ballast before and after applying adhesive with questions 
regarding color changes.

Third was Bob Miller (5) showing his track plan for his 4 
tier railroad modeling Allentown. 

All that was followed by visiting two great home layouts. 
First was Chuck Elmore’s UP layout (6) featuring some 
great detailed scenes.

Second was Nate Stone’s Clinchfi eld (7) with lots of coal 
hauling and tons of scenery.

We are looking forward to our next meet in Myrtle Beach in 
April. Look for details on our website  www.atlantic-div.com.

Hope to see more visitors there. SER
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Smoky Mountain - Division 12Smoky Mountain - Division 12
Ken JohnsonKen Johnson ~~ kjohnson8264@gmail.com

Division 12 – Smoky Mountain – Steve 
Folino, Superintendent

The Smoky Mountain Division contin-
ues to meet in person every other month, on the odd-num-
bered months at the Shoney’s Restaurant at 4020 Rutledge 
Pike, Knoxville. It’s on the other side of the freeway 
from the Zoo. The meetings start at 6:00 PM on the fi rst 
Thursday. Meetings include an informative program. The 
March program on 3/7 will feature Tim Harkleroad with 
a presentation on how he uses Facebook to publicize his 
scale model railroad.

We also meet via Zoom on the fi rst Thursday of the even 
months at 6:30 pm for a Show and Tell type program. Each 
participant gets a chance to share “what’s new.”

At our January meeting we installed a new leadership 
team; Steve Folino, Superintendent, Larry Burkholder, 
Assistant Superintendent, Phil Brooks, Secretary, Brian 
West, Treasurer and Kelley Massie, Director at Large. A 

BIG thank you to Ken Johnson and his team for leading us 
the past two years.

The division is also busy planning the 2025 Southeastern 
Region Convention, “Smoky Mountain Rails” to be held in 
Gatlinburg, TN on September 18-20, 2025. The website is 
2025serconvention.org. For more information email info@
serconvention.org.

Call for clinicians… It’s not too early to plan on presenting 
a program at the convention. Let us know what you’d like 
to share with your fellow scale model railroaders.

Around the Division: The Chuckey Depot Museum in 
Jonesborough focuses on regional railroads like the South-
ern, Clinchfi eld and East Tennessee and Western North 
Carolina. The Chuckey Depot Museum is located at 110 
South 2nd Avenue. It’s open Thursday and Friday, 1:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm, Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Sun-
day from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. For more information call 
423-753-1010. SER

The Carolina Mountain 
Division is off to a good 
start to 2024. We held our 
fi rst quarterly division 

meeting in early February with a clinic on decaling by Rob 
Bell followed by a show and tell where we saw models, a 
home layout and new tools. We also held elections where 
we re-elected our Superintendent Paul Spilman and Pay-
master Frank Pearsall for new 2-year terms.

Our next meeting will be on April 20 - a fi eld trip to Rob 
Bell’s house to visit his HOn3 White Pass and Yukon layout. 
Keep an eye on your email for details on this exciting new 
meeting location. If you are not receiving emails from me, 
please let me know at paul@spilman.me. 

With the announcement of 
the 2026 NMRA National 
Convention being held in 
Chattanooga, we have been 
asked to move to 2027 for 
the SER Convention in the 
Carolina Mountain Division. 
We will reform the Conven-
tion Committee at the July 
meeting and restart the 
planning process. Stay tuned 
for more information. If you 
are interested in being a part 
of the Convention, please let 
me know! We will have lots 
of positions to fi ll and there 
will be lots of hours available 
for AP Volunteer credit.

Our train show outreach tables continue to improve. We 
recently added a new sign advertising our DCC test track. 
Mounted on a pole above the tables, this should help 
announce we have a DCC system available for testing loco-
motives. One comment we kept hearing was that attendees 
didn’t realize it was DCC. Other refi nements include car 
weighing cheat sheets, laminated NMRA standards sheets 
for things like coupler height and the addition of a VCR 
for playing our growing collection of VHS tapes during the 
show. We look forward to potentially more improvements 
at the fall show to be held September 27-28.

You can also keep informed by liking and following our 
Facebook page;
www.facebook.com/groups/1066896786824730. SER

Carolina Mountain - Division 15Carolina Mountain - Division 15
Paul SpilmanPaul Spilman -  - paul@spilman.mepaul@spilman.me

mailto:kjohnson8264@gmail.com
mailto:paul@spilman.me
mailto:paul@spilman.me
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1066896786824730
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Photo Gallery - Piedmont Train ShowPhoto Gallery - Piedmont Train Show
March 9 & 10, 2024March 9 & 10, 2024 photos by Rusty Lacy & Ed JuaireRusty Lacy & Ed Juaire
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THE CLUB CAR 
A listing of clubs and organizations in the Southeastern Region. If your club is accepting
new members or visitors, kindly send the information to the Editor at: SouthErneR@ejpj.com.
Please provide a contact name and phone number. Websites will be listed if given.

Atlantic - Division 8
 Coastal Rail Buff s, Savannah, GA, Nate Stone, 912-354-2606
 Charleston Area Model Railroad Club, Citadel Mall in Charleston, SC
   Tom Kabele, tkabele@sc.rr.com; www.camrc.club
 Grand Strand MRRC, Myrtle Beach Mall, North Myrtle Beach, SC
  Joe Corsetti, 843-236-9148, yrusoslo728@aol.com; www.gsmrrc.org
 Golden Isles Model Railroad Club, Brunswick, GA
  Helio Valdes, 912-261-2478; t29b52f4@comcast.net
 Sun City Model RR Club, Bluff ton, SC
  Doug Scott, deraildh2@aol.com

Bluff  City - Division 10
 The Memphis N-Scale Road Railers
 The Memphis Society of Model Engineers - The 1st Saturday Night Group
  Highland St Church of Christ, 7:30 PM
  contact Ned for additionall info; nssavage@juno.com
Carolina Mountain - Division 15
 Apple Valley Model Railroad Club, Hendersonville, NC
  Located in Hendersonville Station; www.avmrc.com
 French Broad e’N’pire NTRAK Club, Hendersonville, NC
  Chuck Place, 828-685-2726; hmp3@blueridge.net;
 Waynesville Area Rail Roaders
  Waynesville, NC; www.facebook.com/WARRNC
 Western North Carolina Model Railroaders; email: webmaster@wncmrr.org
Central Savannah River - Divison 9
 OFRRA Operators, Tuesday nights, Aiken SC, Steve Prevette, 803-594-5079
Cherokee Division 13
 Chattanooga Society of Model Engineers, Dunlap, TN
  Andy Morrison, 423-344-8502; www.csme-eprr.com
 Chattanooga Modular Modelers, Inc. meet Monday & Thursday at 6:30 pm
  Lewis Andrews, 706-271-8138; www.chattmodmod.org
 Tennessee Valley Model Railroaders, Inc., Chattanooga, TN
  Nick Giordano, 856-304-9196; nickgiordano100@gmail.com; www.TVMRi.org
Cumberland - Division 11
 Dixie Model Railroad Club, 2101 Belmont Blvd, Nashville, TN 37212
  Eric Hansmann, 304-376-0256; eric@hansmanns.org
 Mid-South Live Steamers, Columbia, TN, Hank Sherwood, 615-665-0512
   www.midsouthlivesteamers.org; midsouthlivesteamers@yahoo.com
 Nashville NTRAK, Nashville, TN, Mike Curtis, 615-479-7663 
  4900 Rucker Christiana Road, Christiana, TN 37037
  macurtis@comcast.net; www.nashvillentrak.org
 Nashville Garden Railway Soc., Nashville, TN, Ross Evans, 615-292-6555
 Tennessee Central Railway Museum, Nashville, TN
  Terry Bebout, 615-244-9001; terry.bebout@earthlink.net; www.tcry.org
 Tennessee T-Track Associates, Franklin, TN
  Ed Minnich, 615-416-2892; ttraknv@gmail.com;
Dixie - Division 3
 Central Alabama Model RR Club, Montgomery/Prattville, AL
  Phil Hutchinson, 334-272-1933 or Joe Mashburn 251-363-8508
 MGB Model Railroad Club, Prattville, AL Visitors welcome
   Brett Scott, 334-799-3096; www.mgbrr.org
 Wiregrass Steel Wheels Sub-Division, Dothan, AL
  Dan Adams, 334-588-3312; danielma522@centurytel.net
Empire - Division 6
 Flint River Model RR Club, Albany, GA, Jimmy Swinn, 229-883-3517
 MGMRC - Middle Georgia Model RR Club, Warner Robins, GA
  Bill Attaway, 478-954-9200; mgmrc@cox.net; www.mgmrc.org
 MGRA - Middle Georgia RR Association, Bill Jones
  wrjones845@aol.com
 South Georgia Model RR Club, Hahira, GA, (Near Valdosta)
  Todd Tait, 229-548-3611
Gulf - Division 4
 Caboose Club, Foley Railroad Museum,125 E Laurel Ave, Foley, AL 36535
  Bonnie Donaldson, 251-943-1818; foleymuseum@gulftel.com
 CATT - Costal Alabama T-TRAK, Bruce Arbo, 228-669-6705
  coastalalabamattrak@gmail.com, www.nationalt-traklayout.com
 Emerald Coast Garden Ry Club, Jack Grill, 850-994-7226; www.ecgrc.com
  Usually meet on 3rd Saturday at noon in the Diner Car
  of the West Florida RR Museum, Milton FL 
 Glenn Samuel’s Operating Group, Mobile, AL 205-914-0693
  2nd Saturday of the month @ 1 p.m.; Gasamuel@aol.com
 Miracle Strip Model RR Club, Shalimar, FL
  Ray Follacchio, 850-865-8822
 Mobile Society of Model Engineers, Alabama Gulf - Chapter, NRHS
  8060 Morris Hill Rd, Semmes AL 36575-6424; Dave Miller, 251-689-2673
 Pensacola Model Railroad Club (PMRC), Pensacola, FL
  HO Division - Steve “Chip” Borona, 850-384-3206; www.PMRC.us
  N Divison - Terry Tucker, 850-723-5390
  Z Division - Joshua Murrah, 251-533-6481

 Southwest Alabama Railroad Modelers (SWARM), Mobile, AL
  Glenn Samuel, 205-914-0693, Gasamuel@aol.com
 West Florida Model Railroad Club, Milton, FL
  Tom Augustine, 850-944-0471; www.wfrm.org
Magnolia - Division 14
 Central Mississippi Model Railroad Association, Jackson, MS
  MS Ag and Forestry Museum, 1150 Lakeland Dr, Jackson MS 39216
  Nils Larsen, 601-432-4500
 Mississippi Coast Model RR Club, PO Box 6415, Gulfport, MS 39506
  613 Pass Rd Gulfport, MS (adjacent to the museum; www.mcmr.club
Mid-South - Division 1
 Northeast Alabama Model Railroad Club, Guntersville, AL
  Charles Dick, 205-878-2537; charlesdick@bellsouth.net
 Redstone Model Railroad Club, Huntsville, AL; www.rmrrc.net
 Shoals model Railroaders, 206 W Fifth St, Tuscumbia AL 35674
  Neal Jetter, 256-800-8147; lionlman@aol.com
  www.facebook.com/groups/580026328843374
Palmetto - Division 7 
 Associated Model Railroads of Columbia (AMROC), Columbia, SC
  Clark Gregory, 803-781-7912; www.amroc.org
 Carolina Railroad Heritage Association, Inc.; 
  www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum
 Central Railway Model and Historical Association (CRM&HA), Central, SC
  Sandy Eistus, 513-325-8850; www.crmha.org
 Piedmont N' Southern, Greenville, SC
  Michael Offi  k, 864-884-2165; www.piedmontnsouthern.org
 The Carolina Conspiracy (On30 modular) Andrew Gillette, 803-316-8128
  amn_a_gillette@yahoo.com
 Station 187 Model Railroad Club, Greer, SC; www.station187.net
Piedmont - Division 5
 Atlanta Interlocking Model Railroad Club; 
  Charlie Crawford, 678-982-4699
 Athens Bend Track Railroad Club
  Peter Wood, 706-215-3313
 Atlantic Coast S-Gaugers, Bob Lacheen
  home 770-578-9937; cell 404-431-8032; www.trainweb.org/acsg
 Boomers, John Rieken, Saturday a.m.; OPS Athens, Gwinnett, Commerce areas
  email for specifi c dates; jrieken@windstream.net
 Chattahoochee Express Operating Group, Chris White, 770-594-2618
 Georgia Garden Railway Society, Terry Manning, 770-564-8822
  temanning@aol.com; www.ggrs.info
 Georgia Society of Ferroequinologists, Marietta
  Bob Hoenes, 770-422-0081; Jasper Roundhouse, Jasper, GA
  Phil Stead, trainman07@aol.com; all scales, meets weekly at a member’s home
 Metro Atlanta N-Scalers, Atlanta, GA, Charles Leak, 404-262-2969
 Model Railroad Club of Atlanta, Atlanta, GA
  Terry Weldon, 770-979-0473; www.oscale-atlanta.info
 North Atlanta O-Gauge Railroad Club, Roswell, GA, Jeff  Pergl, 770-516-6378
 North Atlanta Rail Barons, Howard Goodwin, 770-529-2103
 North Georgia Lego Train Club, James Trobaugh, 770-844-1076
  questions@ngltc.org
 North Georgia Modurail,  Hannes van Niekerk, 678-622-1848;
  mailcar@ngmrr.org; www.ngmrr.org
 NWGA T-TRAK Club Kennesaw GA
  Jim Nealand, 678-358-9171; casadiego86@gmail.com
 Railroad Model Club of Atlanta, Bob Peppel, 770-934-4067
 Southern O Scalers, Dan Mason, 470-385-6638; daniel@masonlawfi rmga.com
 Tri-State Area Model Railroad, Inc.
  Thomas Roskelly, 828-361-2210; thomasroskelly@gmail.com
 Volunteer Garden RR Club, 
  Vines Botanical Gardens, 3500 Oak Grove Rd, Loganville, GA 30052
Plateau - Division 16
 Crossville Model RR Club, Crossville, TN; Tom Shallcross, 931-484-7565
  chipmonk4@comcast.net; www.crossvilletrains.org
Smoky Mountain - Division 12
 Knoxville Area Model Railroaders, Oak Ridge, TN 
  Brad Tutt, 865-776-4703; meetings are 1st & 3rd Sundays
 Mountain Empire Modular Railroaders, Johnson City, TN, East TN State Univ. 
  George Carter Museum, Dr. Fred Alsop, 423-929-3733; www.memrr.org
 Maryville MRRC, Alnwick Community Club
  2146 Big Springs Rd., Maryville TN 37803
  Don Clark, 503-730-4869; meets fi rst Saturday each month, 10 a.m. to noon
Steel City - Division 2
 Black Warrior Model RR Society, Tuscaloosa, AL, Bob Way, 205-556-3073
 Smokey City Model Rails, Birmingham, AL; www.smokeycityrails.com
 Wrecking Crew Model RR Club, Birmingham, AL; Whit Francher; ; 205-746-0007
 Steel City Shifters Operating Group, jstew@bhamrails.info

mailto:SouthErneR@ejpj.com
mailto:tkabele@sc.rr.com
http://www.camrc.club
mailto:yrusoslo728@aol.com
http://www.gsmrrc.org
mailto:t29b52f4@comcast.net
mailto:deraildh2@aol.com
mailto:nssavage@juno.com
http://www.avmrc.com
mailto:hmp3@blueridge.net
http://www.facebook.com/WARRNC
mailto:webmaster@wncmrr.org
http://www.csme-eprr.com
http://www.chattmodmod.org
mailto:nickgiordano100@gmail.com
http://www.TVMRi.org
mailto:eric@hansmanns.org
http://www.midsouthlivesteamers.org
mailto:midsouthlivesteamers@yahoo.com
mailto:macurtis@comcast.net
http://www.nashvillentrak.org
mailto:terry.bebout@earthlink.net
http://www.tcry.org
mailto:ttraknv@gmail.com
http://www.mgbrr.org
mailto:danielma522@centurytel.net
mailto:mgmrc@cox.net
http://www.mgmrc.org
mailto:wrjones845@aol.com
mailto:foleymuseum@gulftel.com
mailto:coastalalabamattrak@gmail.com
http://www.nationalt-traklayout.com
http://www.ecgrc.com
mailto:Gasamuel@aol.com
http://www.PMRC.us
mailto:Gasamuel@aol.com
http://www.wfrm.org
http://www.mcmr.club
mailto:charlesdick@bellsouth.net
http://www.rmrrc.net
mailto:lionlman@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/580026328843374
http://www.amroc.org
http://www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum
http://www.crmha.org
http://www.piedmontnsouthern.org
mailto:amn_a_gillette@yahoo.com
http://www.station187.net
http://www.trainweb.org/acsg
mailto:jrieken@windstream.net
mailto:temanning@aol.com
http://www.ggrs.info
mailto:trainman07@aol.com
http://www.oscale-atlanta.info
mailto:questions@ngltc.org
mailto:mailcar@ngmrr.org
http://www.ngmrr.org
mailto:casadiego86@gmail.com
mailto:thomasroskelly@gmail.com
mailto:chipmonk4@comcast.net
http://www.crossvilletrains.org
http://www.memrr.org
http://www.smokeycityrails.com
mailto:jstew@bhamrails.info


   www.ser-nmra.org 31

Atlantic (8)Atlantic (8) Rick Fulkerson; 702-374-4405 Rick Fulkerson; 702-374-4405; Rick@mountaingoatbroadcast.com
  1000 Bonieta Harrold Dr Apt 6107, Charleston, SC 29414-5169
Bluff City (10)Bluff City (10) Steven Flowers;  Steven Flowers; 615-308-4481; palmodelrailroader@gmail.com
  1604 Lindsey Ln, Southhaven MS 38672-8530
Carolina Mtn (15)Carolina Mtn (15) Paul Spilman; Paul Spilman; 828-424-0472; paul@spilman.me
  22 Royal Rdg, Clyde NC 28721-8228
Central SavannahCentral Savannah Andy Chandler; 706-495-5302;  Andy Chandler; 706-495-5302; andy.chandler71@gmail.comandy.chandler71@gmail.com
    River (9)River (9)  3538 Evans To Locks Rd, Augusta GA 30907-3366  3538 Evans To Locks Rd, Augusta GA 30907-3366
Cherokee (13)Cherokee (13) Brian Ford, 423-297-5726;   Brian Ford, 423-297-5726;  briantford@aol.combriantford@aol.com
   1208 Laurelwood Dr, Chattanooga, TN 37412-1920
Cumberland (11)Cumberland (11)  Jim Horton; 423-991-4672; Jim Horton; 423-991-4672; jimhortonjd@gmail.comjimhortonjd@gmail.com
  9824 Albemarle Ln, Brentwood, TN 37027-3717  9824 Albemarle Ln, Brentwood, TN 37027-3717
Dixie (3) InactiveDixie (3) Inactive
Empire (6)Empire (6) William Attaway;  William Attaway; 478-954-9200; attawayw@mac.com
  118 Lenox Dr, Bonair GA 31005-3604

Gulf (4) David Kirkland; 850-867-9497; traindav73@gmail.com
  187 Concord Cir, Panama City FL 32405-3566
Magnolia (14)Magnolia (14) Pat McCarthy;  Pat McCarthy; 601-955-0510; maccars@gmx.com
  3815 Rebecca Ct, Jackson MS 39216-3719
Mid-South (1)Mid-South (1) Dave Carlton;  Dave Carlton; 256-783-2844; dpcarlton59@gmail.com
  13021 Huntcliff Rd, Huntsville AL 35803-2933
Palmetto (7)Palmetto (7) Roger Liska; 864-646-6073; riggor@clemson.edu Roger Liska; 864-646-6073; riggor@clemson.edu
  116 Liberty Hall Dr, Pendleton SC 29670-1827  116 Liberty Hall Dr, Pendleton SC 29670-1827
Piedmont (5)Piedmont (5) Perry Lamb; 770-218-9744;  Perry Lamb; 770-218-9744; perry_lamb@mindspring.comperry_lamb@mindspring.com
  4034 Palisades Main NW, Kennesaw GA 30144-7343
Plateau (16)Plateau (16) Arthur Landrigan; 931-788-0455 Arthur Landrigan; 931-788-0455; arcy22tn@gmail.com
  4437 Blalock Rd, Crossville TN 38572
Smoky Mtn (12)Smoky Mtn (12) Steven Folino; 916-202-2285 Steven Folino; 916-202-2285; steve@fungusmungusrr.com
  320 Cimarron Trl, Afton, TN 37616-5464
Steel City (2)Steel City (2) Whit Fancher;  Whit Fancher; 205-746-0007; crownlandscapeservices@gmail.com
    PO Box 660681, Vestavia AL 35266-0681

SER DIVISIONS

AP Program: Randall Watson, 770-831-5736; randallvwatson1@bellsouth.net
  730 Morning Creek Ln, Suwanee GA 30024-7052
Contests: Bill RaymondBill Raymond, , MMRMMR;; 828-513-5051; trainman@morrisbb.net
  3001 Hickory Nut Trl, Hendersonville NC 28739-7804
Conventions: Larry Burkholder, 865-408-9903; labtexan@outlook.com
  206 Coyatee View, Loudon TN 37774-2172
Discord: Peter Thomas, 404-435-5684; peter3292004@gmail.com
  Coordinator  422 Cothran Rd, Dawsonville GA 30534-5525
Editor: Ed Juaire, 423-598-9925; SouthErneR@ejpj.com
  782 Jays Way, Ringgold GA 30736-8954
Education: Chuck Higdon, 423-364-8331; vze5crrw1@outlook.com
  189 Foxtrot LN, Jasper, TN 37347-1729
Education Asst.: James A Black, 850-914-0002; black@novatechnologies.com
  429 S. Tyndall Pky, Ste S, Panama City FL 32404-0002
Elections: Rick Coble, 770-279-2527; rvcoble@yahoo.com
  3278 Spring Wind Ct, Lawrenceville GA 30044-4838
Good & Welfare: David R Anderson, 828-277-9092; dranderson1980@att.net
  69 Ballantree Dr, Asheville NC 28803-2065

Historian: Joe Nichols, Sr. MMR 770-396-6447; deltarr@mindspring.com
  4554 Chadwell Ln, Atlanta GA 30338-5604
Honors/Awards: Larry Smith, MMR 205-988-5365; wooddale@bellsouth.net
  1774 Wooddale Cir, Pelham AL 35124-1019
Legal Counsel: Daniel R. Mason, 770-337-5139; Daniel@Masonlawfi rmga.com
  160 S Church St, Canton GA 30114
Membership: Rusty Lacy, 615-307-4769; rustylacy1@gmail.com
  502 Applebrook Dr, Rossville GA 30741-3723
Registrar: Matthew Stitt, 205-664-128; mathwstitt@bellsouth.net
  117 Norwick Abbye Cir, Alabaster AL 35007-8432
Treasurer Asst: John Lanese; 423-847-1132; johntrains@epbfi .com
  1442 Courtland Dr, Hixson TN 37343-6408
Video Conference: Eric Hansmann; Eric Hansmann; 304-376-0256; eric@hansmanns.org
  3011 Regency Park Dr, Murfreesboro TN 37129-5203
Webmaster: vacant

SER COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

SER OFFICERS
President: Roy Masterson; Roy Masterson; 423-227-0334; rwmasterson@epbfi .com
  3502 Glendon Dr, Chattanooga TN 37411-4114
Vice-President: Bill Raymond, Bill Raymond, MMRMMR;; 828-513-5051; trainman@morrisbb.net
  3001 Hickory Nut Trl, Hendersonville NC 28739-7804
Secretary: Walt Liles; Walt Liles; 678-896-6311; wliles.crrman@gmail.com
  4388 Brandon Cv NE, Marietta GA 30066-2106
Treasurer: Steven Folino, 916-202-2285; steve@fungusmungusrr.com
  320 Cimarron Trl, Afton TN 37616-5464
Treasurer Asst: John Lanese; 423-847-1132; johntrains@epbfi .com
  1442 Courtland Dr, Hixson TN 37343-6408

SER DIRECTORS
Exec. Advisor: Larry Burkholder, 865-408-9903; labtexan@outlook.com
  206 Coyatee View, Loudon TN 37774-2172
Director (2024): Ken Mattern, 256-694-5459; kjmatt@hotmail.com
  9729 Wallwood Dr SE, Huntsville AL 35803-1763
Director (2024): Gerald Mabry, 601-938-1871; gerald.mabry@outlook.com
  207 Country Road 358, Meridian MS, 39301-9623
Director (2025): Brian Ford, 423-297-5726; briantford@aol.com
  1208 Laurelwood Dr, Chattanooga TN 37412-1920
Director (2025): Gary Fish, 770-846-2222; bigfi sh600@gmail.com
  1779 Millhouse Run, Marietta, GA 30066-8011
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A scene on Bill Eberle’sA scene on Bill Eberle’s
Todd Mill and Wild Creek RailroadTodd Mill and Wild Creek Railroad
See it and more at the 2024 SER Convention, Decatur, ALSee it and more at the 2024 SER Convention, Decatur, AL


